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PREPACK 



All that has been attempted in the following 
pages is to give the reader a general view of a 
class of tracts which issued in such numbers 
from the presses of the publishers who supplied 
the chapmen of the last century. They have 
been selected from a large collection of such 
pieces in the possession of the CompUer, not be- 
cause they are the most curious that might have 
been found, but rather that his leisure was not 
sufficient to permit a course of research in our 
public libraries. It is hoped this will be consi- 
dered an adequate apology for the miscellaneous 
and somewhat incongruous nature of the contents 
of the volume. 

2&th April, 1849. 
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NOTICES OF FUGITIVE TRACTS, 



1. The Husbandman's Practice, or Prognosti- 
cation FOR ever; as teacheth Albert, Alkind, 
Haly and Ptolomy, with the shepherd's perpetual 
prognostication for the weather. 12mo. London. 
Printed for Will. Thackaray in Duck-lane, n.d. 

In black-letter, with wood-cuts, containing much 
that is curious and illustrative of old popular notions. 
Under this heading, '^ the mind of the fathers of the 
nature of the fire," we are told, — 

** When the fire sparkleth, it betokeneth rain. 
When the fire giveth much fiame, or else when a man 
taketh an hasten, and lifteth it up by the coals, and if 
the coals do hang thereon, that betokeneth wind and 
rain. 

" When the cold in the winter ceaseth, 
And when a man snow findeth. 
If there be dark clouds thereby, 
Then look for rain verily : 
If the frog in the morning do cry, 
Betokeneth rain great plenty." 
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" fVhan the kutbandman should praetiae, and what 
ru/f he thouldfoUow. The wise and cunning masters 
in astronom}' have found that man may see and mark 
the weather of the holy Christmas -night, how the 
vvliule year after shall he in his working and doing, 
and they shall speak in this wise : — 

" Wbeu on the ChristmasB night and evening it is 
very fair and clear weather, and ji without wind and 
without rain, then it is a token that this year will be 
plenty of wine and fruit. But if the contrariwise, 
foul weather and windy, so shall it be very scant of 
wine and fruit. But if the wind arise at the rising of 
the sun, then it betokeneth great death among beasts 
and cattel this year. But if the wind rise at the 
going down of the same, then it signifieth death to 
conte among kings and other great lords. But if the 
wind arise at north Aquilon at midnight, then be- 
tokeneth the year following to be a fruitful year and 
a [>lentiful. But if the wind do arise and blow at 
south Austro in the midst pf the day, that wind signi- 
Jictli to us daily sickness, to reign and be amongst us. 

" Of Christmasa Day. — If Christmass Day be on the 
Sunday, that year shall be a warm winter, and be- 
ginning fast with sorrow ; there shall be great winds 
iiLid tempests. The Lent shall be mild, warm, and 
moi^t. The summer, hot, dry, and fair. TTie harvest, 
moist and cold, much like unto winter. Wine and 
corn etiall be plenty and good, and there shall b« 
much honey, and the sheep shall prosper well. ITie 
small seeds and fruits of gardens shall flonrish also. 
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The old men shall die sore, and especially women that 
go with child : peace and quietness shall be plenteous 
among married folks. 

** If Christmas Day fall on a Monday, there shall be 
a misty winter, neither too cold nor too warm, the 
Lent shall be very good, the summer windy, with 
great stormy weather in many lands: the harvest 
good, and much wine, but very little honey, for the 
swarms of bees shall die ; and many women complain, 
and sit mourning this year -for their husbands. 

^ If Christmas Day be on the Tuesday, it shall be a 
cold winter and moist, with much snow: the Lent 
shall be good and windy, the summer wet, and harvest, 
dry and evil ; there shall be reasonable plenty of wine, 
corn, oyle, and tallow ; the swine shall die, and sheep 
be visited, and the beasts perish ; the ships of the sea 
shall have great misfortune; much amity and good 
peace shall be among kings and princes, and the 
clergy shall die sere that year. 

*• If it fall on Wednesday, then shall the winter be 
very sharp, hard, and after warm ; the wind strong, 
with naughty weather ; the summer and harvest, very 
good weather ; and this year shall be plenty of hay, 
wine, and corn, which shall be very good ; the honey 
dear, fruits scant, and very bad ; builders and mer- 
chant-men suffer great labours, and young people, 
children, and also cattle die in great store. 

" If it fall on Thursday, the winter shall be very 
good, with rain ; the Lent windy, a very good summer, 
and a misty harvest, with rain and cold, and there 

b2 
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shall be much corn, fruit, and all things shall abound 
on earth, and wine, with oy], and tallow shall be 
plenty, but yet veiy little honey ; many great men 
shall die, with other people ; and there shall be good 
jieace, and great honour to all kings and govemours. 

"If it fall on Friday, the winter shall he stedfasl, 
anil continue his course: the Lent very good, but the 
suiomer atedfast, and the harvest indifferent, and there 
shall be plenty of wineiS and com ; hay shall be very 
good, but the sheep and swarroes of bees ^laU die 
sore, the people shall suffer great puns in their eyes ; 
ojl shall be very dear that year, and of fruits there 
Hhall be plenty, bat children shall have much sickness. 

"If it be on Saturday, then shall the winter be 
myBty, with great cold and much snow, and also 
troublesom, unstedfast, with great winds: the Lent 
shall be evil and windy, the summer good, and dry 
harvest; there shall be little com, and dear, and 
scnrcity of fruit. Pastures for beasts shall be very 
good, but the ships on the sea and other waters shall 
ha^e great misfortune; great hurt shall he done to 
many houses, and Uiere shall be war in many countries, 
with ucknesB, and many old people die; many trees 
shall wither, and the bees die that year." 



•2. Tbs Shbp herd's Fboqmostication for the 
Weather, with a brief collection of all the 
members of man physiognomized, and a judge- 
ment upon the signification of moles on man or 
woman: also the wheel of Fortune, approved and 
confirmed by science and reason of Pythagoras, 
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the most excellent philosopher, bj the which yon 
maj know all things that you will demand. 
12mo. London : printed for Will. Thackaray, in 
Duck-lane, near Smithfield, 1673. 

In black-letter, with one woodcut. Thackaray, the 
publisher of this work, printed a great quantity of 
chap-books' and ballads about this period. The fol- 
lowing extract will enable the reader to judge of its 
contents, and will besides exhibit the old system of 
weather-prophecy : — 

*' If rain-water be drunk, or suckt up by the earth 
sooner than ordinary, it signifieth rain to be at hand. 
If standing water be at any time warmer than it was 
commonly wont to be and no sun-shine help, it fore- 
telleth rain. If any springs do newly rise, or buble 
forth, or old springs flow faster than ordinary, it is a 
token of much rain. If ducks and drakes do shake 
and flutter their wings when they rise, it is a sign of 
ensuing water. If young horses rub their backs 
against the ground, 'tis a sign of great drops of rain 
to follow. If in a clear and starry night it lighten in 
the south, or south-east, it foretelleth great store of 
wind and rain to come from those parts. If sheep do 
bleat, play, or skip wantonly, it is a sign of wet 
weather. If swine be seen to carry bottles of hay, op 
straw, to any place, and hide them, it betokeneth rain. 
When oxen do lick themselves against the hair, it be- 
tokeneth rain to follow shortly after. If oxen, or 
kinO) feed apace when it rains, it foretelleth that the 
rain shall continue many dales after. If cattle, when 
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they do puff, or bellow, do look up to the sky, it signi- 
fieth ensuing rain. If the heat in summer be more 
hot and violent than it is wont to be, it is a token of 
rain. If dogs entrails stir, or ramble in his belly, it 
is a sign of rain. If salt, or powdered meat, be more 
moist than it is ordinary wont to be, it signifieth rain. 
The sky, or element, being red, or fiery, in the morn- 
ing, foresheweth rain to follow. Doves, or pigeons, 
coming later home to their dove-house in the evening 
than ordinary, it is a token of rain. If crows, or 
daws, bath themselves in winter, or if they cry, yealk^ 
along any shore, more than they are commonly wont 
to do, then will rain presently follow. The sparkling 
of a lamp, or candle, is a manifest sign of ensuing rain. 
The falling of soot down a chimney more than ordi- 
nary, there will follow rain presently. When ants, 
or pismires, do often run to nests, or homes, it is a 
manifest token of wet weather. When hens flutter 
their wings in the dust, or they flock together, seeking 
to shelter themselves, rain foUoweth. When gouty 
men, or such as are troubled with any old aches, do 
feel their joynts to ake, then rain shortly follows after. 
''And if the moon form dark, greenish, foggy, 
lowring, or duskish, or if it appear the third day 
before, or the third day after the new moon, it is a 
token of ensueing rain. When flies, gnats, or fleas, 
do bite, or sting, sorer than they were wont to do, or 
hover about men's eyes, or mouths, or of beasts, it is 
an evident token of rain. And if frogs do croak more 
than ordinary, it is an apparent token of rain. When 
toads go from their holes in the evening, it is a token of 
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Stormy weather and rain. When swallows are seen to 
flutter, or flie about low, or other waters, or marsh 
grounds, and with their wings to touch the water, it is a 
manifest token of great rain. And if anj black spots 
appear in the sun, or moon, it is a token of water ; and if 
the sound and noise of bells be further heard than wont, 
without the help of wind, it will rain shortly after. 
If moles, or wants, do turu up the ground more than 
they are wont, and that the earth they turn up be 
small and dry, it is a manifest token of rain. 

''And if birds, of what kind soever, make more 
noise with their wings than ordinary, it is a sure 
token of rain at hand. And if the dew fall not 
early in the morning, unless it be hindred by the wind, 
it is a sign of rain. And if the worms, called wood- 
lice, or hog-lice, be seen in great quantities together, 
it is a token that it will rain shortly after. If the 
rainbow appear in calm weather, it is a manifest token 
of winds to follow. When the fire doth send forth 
his flames waveing, or that it sparkles more than ordi- 
nary, it is a sign of windy weather. The sea casting 
out great stone, or pieces of fome, it is a manifest 
token of stormy winds. 

'' If any great clouds be seen to pass aloft, and very 
high in the sky, look from whence it comes, then shall 
you shortly after have store of winds. When the 
beams of the sun be red and broad, and pierce the 
clouds like darts, they foretel winds. The hedghog 
commonly hath two holes, or vents, in his den, or cave, 
the one towards the south, the other towards the 
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nortli, and look which of them be stops ; thence will 
great storms and winds follow. If the sun eontinae 
hot and scorching, many dales together, it is a token 
of winds to continue long together. The winds 
coming from the east are dry, commonly ingendring 
drought. The northern winds is evermore healthfuller 
than the southern. If the bees flie not far from their 
hives, it is a sign of foul weather. When oxen bite 
their fore-teeth, it is a manifest token of foul weather 
to follow. If the flame of the fire do wave up and 
down, or that sparkles flie and crack from it, there 
will stormy weather follow. If small clouds, dispersed 
and scattered abroad, appear in clear weather, it is a 
manifest token that foul weather following shall last 
long. The chirping of sparrows in the morning fore- 
telleth foul weather. The blustring and noise of 
leaves and trees in woods, or other places, is a token 
of foul weather. Great store of snow and water in 
ivinter doth foretel that spring time^ and summer fol- 
lowing, shall be fair and warm. If the rainbow appear 
ill the east toward the evening, it is a token of fair 
weather. If it lighten in the horizon without thunder, . 
it is a token of fair and clear weather. When night- 
bats shew themselves in great numbers, or more 
timely in the evening than they were wont, it is a- 
mnnifest token that the next day after will be clear 
and fair. If kites be seen to walk and flie together, it 
is a token of fair weather. If little flies, or gnats, be 
to hover t(^ether about the beams of the sun 
before it is set, and fly together, making as it were 
the form of a pillar, it is a sure token of fair weather. 
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** When the clouds in the ayr are seen to decline 
downwards, it then doth foretel fair weather. When 
sheep and goats be seen to joyn, or couple together 
late, or in the evening, it prognosticateth fair weather. 
If oxen be seen to lie along upon the left side, it is a 
token of fair weather. If any mist fall, either in the 
spring or autumn, it foretells that day to be fair and 
clear. When the owl scricheth in foul weather, it is 
a token of fair weather at hands. If ants, or pismires, 
dwelling in any hollow place, do remove their eggs, it 
is a sign of fair weather. 

" When eranes* are seen to fly forth right, without 
turning aside, or back, it is a manifest token of fair 
weather. The moon appearing with a white circle, 
called halo, in form of a crown, foretelleth fair weather 
to ensue. If it lighten in the air, and weather being 
clear, it is a sign of hot weather. If ravens, or crows, 
be seen to stand gaping towards the sun, it is a mani- 
fest sign of extream heat to follow. When kites are 
seen to play and flye leisurely in the air, it is a sign 
of heat. When the ayr is sultering and very hot, it 
is a sign of cold weather to ensue. It is a sign of 
manifest cold weather if the dew fall not in the morn- 
ing, especially not being hindred by the wind. 

" If in the winter the sun setteth more clear red, 
and bright than it was wont, and that a northern 
wind blow, it is a sign the night will be very cold. 
If that the ayr in our region be faint and warm, it is 
a token of snow to follow. The appearing of a comet, 

* An old word for spidera. 
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or blaiing star, is a token of a dear year. When 
birds fly, and flock togettier in compa&ies, with crying 
and chirping forsake the island, the woods, or fields, 
and withdraw Uiemselves near to dties, towns, and 
houses, it foresheweth great barrenness, dearth, and 
want of victnaU to ensue. 

" Thua Btid my author long *go, 
Which now too true ve.flnd: 
None knows his iHend now from his Toe, 
Nor which w»j blows [he wind." 

3. DR.TROTTBR'sFoBTnNEBooK,resolvingallaianDer 
of questions relating to life, long or short; an 
account of the prosperous days in the twelve 
months of the year ; the interpretation of dreams, 
ttcc To make a young woman exceeding beauti- 
ful, and an old woman very handsom. 8vo. 
Printed by J. Read, near Fleet-street, 1708. 
The annexed wood-cut, 

which is copied from the 

title-page of this tract, has 

been selected as affording 

a good illuBtration of the 

table-line and the line of 

life, the position of which 

are here clearly exhibited. 

"Well,", says Launcelot, 

Merck. Ven., ii, 2, "if any 

man in Italy have a fairer 

table, which doth offer to 

swear upon a book. — I 

sball have good fortune; 

^'o to, here's a simple line 
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qfUfe! here's a small trifle of wives." Dr. Trotter says, 
*' To know whether life be long or short, take notice in 
this case, that the line of life is that which spreads itself 
up the middle of the left-hand, and if it extends with- 
out cuttings, or rugged crossings, to the root of the 
middle finger, a long life is promised ; but if it be 
short and broken, then sickness and other casualties 
will trip up the party's heels." 

*' To know whether the man or toife shall die firsts 
Count the letters of the Christian and sirnames that 
stand for figures, as C, D, I, L, M, Y, X, and so 
reckon what they stand for in account of numbers, and 
those that have the superior numbers is held to be the 
survivor* 

'^ How a maidy or undoWy shall know who she shall 
nuirry. If the young woman, or widow, has any par- 
ticular letter on her wrists, or any part of her hand, 
and one she can approve of comes to her, his name 
beginning with that letter, let her then prick up her 
ears, for the first comer in this case is suitable to her 
inclination, and will certainly be her husband as soon 
as she's marry'd to him. 

*' Observations of undertaking business from the age 
of the moon. To do this, observe what day of the 
moon you was bom on. If on the first day, he, or 
she, shaU be increasing in riches. The fifth, mischief 
is threaten'd by thieves and robbery. The seventh, 
riches is promis'd by the death of friends. The ninth, 
long life. The eleventh, the party will be fortunate 
in children. The thirteenth, success by industry. 



^ 
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" The inttrpretation of dream*. To dream you 
swim in a tempeeituoua water denotes you will have 
mDch trouble. To dream you see a purse hanging by 
your bed-side, with gold in it^ signifies you shall And 
hidden treasure. To dream you put on new apparel 
signifies a change of your condition. To dream you 
hear mnsick ugnifies mirth and jollity. To dream 
you cany books signifies you shall have preferment 
by learning. To dream of much gold denotes riches. 
To dream of many suns and moons signifies you will 
be happy in children that will rise to great promotion. 

" To know your fortune, or tnufortune, in marriage. 
If the lines of your bands, such as the figures of 
crosses, starts, and parallels, be fair, they promise you 
good success in matrimony : but those that point at 
misfortunes, in this state, are lines broken and abrupt, 
like grates. 



4. The Lotal Garlavd, or a choice collection of 
songs highly in request, and much esteemed in 
the past and present times ; made by divers in- 
genious persons, on sundry occasions, for the sake 
of merryment. And sung with great applause, 
B3 being the fiower of collection and rarity. 
ISmo. London. Printed for T. Passinger, at 
the Three Bibles, on London-bridge, 1686. 
]q black-letter. This volume, containing eighty- 
three songs and ballads, is supposed by Beloe {Anec- 
dotes of Literature, vi, 90) to be unique, and as its 
contents are of considerable interest, a ratber minute 
account of it may not be unacceptable. A few ex- 
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tracts are given in Pieces of Ancient Poetry, 4to., 1814, 
-where it is called " a volume of extraordinary rarity." 
It contains, amongst others, the following songs : — 
1. Loyelty turn'd up Trump, or the danger over ; In 
vain ill men attempt us, 2. The kind Shepherd ; 
Dear Dorinda weep no more. 3. The Marriage joy ; 
Joy to the Bridegroom Jill the sky. 4. The mournful 
Shepherd ; There is a black and sullen hour. 5. The 
Loyalists Incouragement, a song to the tune of ^' Now, 
now, the fights done." 6. The Trouper. 7. The 
young Maiden's request to her mother. 8. The 
answer. 9. The Discontented Lover, a song to two 
voices. 10. The Loyal Seaman's Delight, to the tune 
of "The Cannons roar." 11. Tlje love-sick maid. 
12. Tyranick Love, or the cruel Mistress. 13. The 
Country Pastime, in the west country dialect. 14. 
Upon defacing of Whitehall. 15. The new Droll. 
16. Canary's Coronation. 17. A dialogue between a 
husbandman and a servingman. 18. A new country 
dance. 19. On the taking of Mardike. 20. The 
Bull's Teather. 21. The merry goodfellow. 22. The 
merry bells of Oxford. 23. A song in praise of 
Canary. The last ballad commences as follows : — 

Listen, I pray, to the words I've to say. 

In memory firm and certain. 
Rich wine doth us raise to the honor of the bays, 

Qu(n2 nonfacere detertim. 

Of all the juice that the gods do produce. 

Sack shall be preferred before 'um ; 
It's sack that shall create us all, 

Mara, Bacchus^ ApoUo, Vtrorum, 
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We abandon ale, and beer that is stale, 

JBoia toliU and damnable hum ; 
But we will crack, in the praise of sack. 

Against omne quod exU m urn. 

This is the wine in former time 

Each wisest of the magi 
Was wont to carouze, and frolicklj bouze, 

Recumbant sub tegnunefagi, 

5, A FULL, TRUE, AND PARTICULAR ACCOUNT OF 

THE Ghost, or Apparition of the late Duke 
OF Buckingham's father, which several times 
appeared in armour to one of the duke's servants, 
and, for about half a-jear before, foretold the 
duke's death. 8vo. Printed by F. C, in the 
Old Bailey, n.d. 

This tract has a hideous wood-cut of a ghost in 

armour, holding a staff, a type for the ghost in Hamlet ! 

The story here related is well-known. It refers to a 

prophecy of the assassination of Yilliers. 

6. The Children's Example: shewing how one 
Mrs. Johnson's child, of Barnet, was tempted by 
the devil to forsake God, and follow the ways of 
other wicked children, who us'd to swear, tell 
lies, and disobey their parents : how this pretty 
innocent child, resisting Satan, was comforted by 
an angel from Heaven, who warned her of her 
approaching death: together with her dying 
speeches, desiring young children not to forsake 
God, lest Satan should gain a power over 'em. 
8vo. Enter'd according to Order, n.d. In verse, 
with five wood-cuts. 

7. The Pious Virgin, or Religious Maid, being 
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a relation of the wonderful and divine speeches 
of Sarah Shrimpton, daughter to Mr. Shrimpton, 
living in Rochester, who falling into a trance, 
declared the wonderiful things she had seen ; de- 
siring young children to serve the Lord in the 
time of their youth, in order to obtain salvation. 
8vo. Licensed according to Order, n.d. 

In verse, with seven curious wood-cuts. The titles 

of these tracts sufficiently exhibit their nature, and 

however fictitious we may now consider them, it is 

not impossible they rendered true service to religion 

in their day. 

8. The Pleasant and Princely History of the 
Gentle Craft, a discourse containing many 
matters of delight, very pleasant to read. 4to. n.d. 

In black-letter, with cuts, but imperfect. This 
volume formerly belonged to White of Lichfield. It 
is written in prose and verse. Of the latter, the fol- 
lowing song, on St. Hugh's bones, may be taken as a 
specimen : 

First, a drawer and a dresser, 

Two wedges, a more and a lesser: 

A pretty block three inches high, 

In fashion squared like a dye, 

Which shall be called by proper name 

A hnb-block, the very same; 

A hand-leather, and a thnmb-leather likewise. 

To poll out shoo-thred we must devise: 

The needle and the thimble shall not be left alone, 

The pincers, and the pricking-aul, and rubbing-stone; 

The aul-steel, and tacks ; the sowing-hairs beside. 

The stirrop holding fast, while we sow the cow-hide: 



L 
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The whet-iUine, the gtopi^Dg-giick, and the ptiing-ktiife, 

All this doth belong in ajODmej'iiiui'B life: 

Our q>TOii U the ahrine in wnp these booea ia: 

Thna shrowded we St. Hugh's bonea ia > gentle Umb's-sUn. 



9. The beadtifol Shbpbebdbss of Abcadia, a 
ballad. 8vo. Tewkesbury, n.d. There was a 
shepher^M imtghter came tripping on the vmy. 
The original of this, which occurs in various formB, 
is a ballad entitled " The Maid and the Magpie," of 
the time of Henry VIII, preserved in MS. EawL C. 
258, in the Bodleian Library. The following extract 
will sufficiently exhibit the conduct of the story; 
" Bat sjrthe fe haTe i-leyn me by. 
And brogfat m; body onto shune. 
Some of your good je wjUe part with me. 
Or elles be CiTat ye be to blame." 

*' I nyl be advysyd," he sajde, 
" The wynde ya wast that thaw doysC blowo ; 
I have anoder that most be payde, 
Therfore the pye hathe peclied yow." 

" Now sytbe ye haie i-lejn me bye, 
A lyttle thyng ye wylle telle. 
In case that I with chylde be, 
Whatys your name? Where doo ye dwell f" 

*> At Yorke, at London, at Clerkenwelle, 

At Lejcester, Camhryg^, at, mpye Brystowe ; 
Some calle me Rychard, Robert, .Tack, and Wylle, 
Vol now the pye hath peokyd yow." 

10.- The Reading Garland, ob Dick and Kate's 
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HAPPY MARRIAGE. 8vo. Tewkcsburj, n.d. 

Ye pretty young maids tbat mourn'd many years. 
Cheer up your hearts, and dry up your tears. 
And let not sad grief and sorrow take birth. 
For here I hare brought you a garland of mirth. 

This is a version of another ballad in t&e same MS. 
of the time of Henry VIII. It is curious how long 
the early popular ballads held 'their place. For more 
than two centuries many of them were used under 
very slightly varied forms. 

11. The Suffolk Comedy, in three parts. Tune, 
" Phillis the lovely.^'* 8vo. Tewkesbury, n.d. 

A curious old legendary ballad. It contains an in- 
cident, not uncommon in such compositions, of a girl 
dressing herself in male attire, and folloM(ing her lover. 
Shakespeare, who has made good use of this fragment 
of ancient romance, addressed an audience whose 
notions of propriety and probability were not violated 
by its introduction. The present ballad is reprinted 
in The Suffolk Garland^ 1818, p. 183, from a copy 
supposed to be unique. Its rarity, however, is not 
very great; and I possess several editions, chiefly 
printed in the north of England. 



12. The Exeter Garland, containing two excel- 
lent new songs : a tragical relation of two con- 
stant young lovers that died, on the road, for 
each other : no wit like to that of a woman's, or 
the old woman well fitted by her daughter. 8vo. 
Licensed and enter'd according to Order, n.d. 
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In the first of these ballads is a curious allusion to 
the custom of breaking a gold ring into two pieces for 
tokens of affection : — 

A ring of pure gold she from her finger took, 
And just in the middle the same then she broke ; 
Quoth she, ** As a token of love you this take, 
And this as a pledge I will keep for your sake." 

13. The Egyptian Fortune-teller, in two parts; 
stating proper questions for men in the first part, 
and for the women in the second part. 12mo. n.d. 

In verse and prose, containing a good deal of non- 
sense, as might be conjectured from the title. The 
following " Considerations on love and marriage, for 
young people" are curious: — 

'* If a hare cross you in the morning, it is a sign of 
some loss, or sickness ; but if it pass bj on jour right- 
hand, it is a token of marriage and good fortune. If 
you dream that a red-breast brings you a green bough 
in its mouth, it betokens marriage and many children. 
A mole on the left hip, shews that you will be greatly 
beloved. A cross on the hand, over the line of life, 
shews you will bury the party you marry. As many 
crosses as there is on your wrist-joint, so mscny children 
you may expect. The unusual fluttering of sparrows 
against your window, is a sign of good news from an 
absent sweetheart, or a near relation. If on Easter- 
eve you would dream of the party you wish to marry, 
lay a bunch of rosemary under your pillow. If you 
dream you hear music, it denotes wedlock with joy 
and happiness," 



NOTICES OF FUGITIVE TRACTS. 19 

14. A NEW Song, called the Farmer's Rant, 
OR Jockey's Dream, shewing the pride and am- 
bition of the farmers and factors, and the distressed 
and deplorable condition of the poor at this day. 
1 2mo. Licensed and entered according to order, n.d. 

Perhaps the following lines will establish the date 

of this poem : 

Our wives thej shall wear their long ruffles, 

Our daughters their negligees: 
Our sons, with the keys of their watches 

Hang dangling down to their knees. 



15. Robin Hood's Garland, being a compleat 
history of all the notable and merry exploits per- 
form'd by him and his men on divers occasions. 
To which is added three original songs, which 
has not been printed in any edition for upwards 
of an hundred years. 12mo. Printed for James 
Hodges, at the Looking-glass, over against St. 
Magnus Church, London -bridge, n.d. 

This edition is mentioned, because it contains the 
earliest copy yet known of the song of " Robin Hood 
and the Ranger," which was found by Ritson and 
Gutch only in modern York editions. See Mr. Gutch's 
elegant edition of Robin Hood, ii, 272. Contains 
ninety-six pages, and a woodcut frontispiece, with 
verses underneath. 

" As for the rest of Robin Hood's career, as well as 
the tale of his treacherous death, they are to be found 
in those black-letter garlands, once sold at the low and 
easy rate of one half-penny, now cheaply purchased at 
their weight in gold." — IvanhoCy ii, 330. 

c 2 
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16. A MERRY Song, called "Love in a Barn, or 
RIGHT COUNTRY COURTSHIP," shcwing how a Lon- 
don lord was tricked by a farmer's daughter. 1 2mo. 

But still reply'd the country girl, 

**rye something more to say, 
Amongst the ladies I can't dance, 

Except it were the hay,** (P. 4.) 

17. The remarkable case of Sarah Mason, a 
young woman of twenty-three years of age, who 
is now in Hide-park Hospital for a most strange 
and uncommon disorder, who was on the 20th of 
last month opened before a great number of the 
most eminent physicians and surgeons in London, 
and had a surprizing monster taken from her, 
which had been growing within her three years. 
1 2mo. Licensed and entered according to order, n.d. 

A revolting account of an animal said to have been 

taken from this woman. The tract says, "It was, in 

form, much like a lizard, and of a nasty greenish 

colour. It had four legs, and had feet like eagle's 

talons, having three claws on each foot; its mouth 

was very wide, but had four teeth, and those very 

small. Its length, from head to tail, measured full 

twenty-three inches, and was sixteen inches round. 

When it was put into the machine, which was prepared 

to hold it in, it flew about, and beat itself with such 

violence that it died in about an hour after it was 

taken out." 

18. The Charmer, or the Lady's Garland, con- 
taining two hundred and thirty-five favourite 
new songs. 8vo. Lond., 1764. Front, 

This volume contains, "Hymen, a new occasional 



NOTICES OF FUGITIVE TRACTS. 21 

interlude, as it is performed at the Theatre Royal in 
Drury-lane," and which is erroneously said, in the 
Biographia Dramatica^ p. 316, to have been never 
published. It was written by a person of the name of 
Allen, in honour of the marriage of the Princess Royal 
of England to the Prince of Brunswick. 

19. An account of the last words of Christian 
Ker, who died at Edinburgh on the 4th of 
February, 1702, in the eleventh year of her age. 
12mo. Edinb., 1759. 

20. Account of the^cruel massacre committed 
BT John Porteus, Captain of the City Guard of 
Edinburgh, at the execution of Andrew Wilson, 
merchant, upon the 14th of April, 1736 ; together 
with the terrible execution of Captain John 
Porteus on the 7th of September, 1736, in the 
Grass-market of Edinburgh, on a sign-post, about 
twelve o'clock at night. 12mo. Printed in the 
year 1789. 

This tract shows how long the feeling against 

Porteus continued in Edinburgh for the proceedings 

which took place at the execution of Wilson and 

Robertson. The transaction is well known to all 

readers of the Waverly Novels. 



21. Rare and good news for Wives in city and 
COUNTRY, or a pleasant vindication of the marry'd 
women from the many failings laid to their charge 
by their ill-humour'd husbands, and the ways 
and means by which they may put a stop to their 
several clamours: with an excellent secret to 
prevent the most choUerick of husbands from ever 
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laying hands on his wife. Also, how a wife may 
get the upper-hand of her husband, and so far 
rule the roast, that she may easily reclaim a bad 
husband to be very good and obedient to her in 
all things she can desire. 8vo. London. Printed 
for E. Sawyer, in Gracious-street, 1706. 

22. The fifteen comforts of Matrimony, or a 
looking-glass for all those who have enter'd in 
that holy and comfortable state, wherein are 
sum'd up all those blessings that attend a married 
life. Sm. 8vo. London. Printed in the year 1706. 

The above are two out of five similar tracts, all 
dated the same year, the titles of the others being 
scarcely capable of transcription. They are curious, 
illustrations of the manners of the times. The follow- 
ing, which occurs in the same volume, contains a notice 
of the old custom oi flinging the stocking. 

23. The French King's Wedding, or the Royal 
Frolick : being a pleasant account of the intrigues^ 
comical courtship, catter wauling, and surprizing 
marriage ceremonies of Lewis the XlVth with 
Madam Maintenon, his late hackney of state. 
With a list of the names of those that threw the 
stocking on the wedding-night, and Madam Main- 
tenon's speech to the king. As also, a comical 
wedding-song sung to his majesty by the famous 
Monsieur la Grice, to the tune of " The Dame of 
Honour." Sm. 8vo. London. Printed by J- 
Smith, near Fleet-street, 1708. 

24. The history and comical adventures of 
Harlequin, and his pleasing companion. 
Columbine. 12mo. London, c. 1770. 

This tract is illustrated with cuts, representing the 
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tricks of their antics, and the text explains them. At 
the end is ** A song in praise of a single life,'' to the 
tone of ** The Ghost's Hearse." 

25. Songster's Magazimb, being a choice collection 
of the newest songs sung at Ranelangh and 
Vaaxhall Grardens, the Theatres Bojal, and all 
other places of public entertainment. 8to. 
pp. 8., n.d. 

Although this tract is of a comparativelj recent date, 
it is worthy of notice as containing a copj of the 
puppet-plaj of The Broken Bridge. A gentleman is 
at one end of the bridge, and an impertinent carpenter 
at the other. The following is a specimen of the dia- 
logue which passes between them : 

Traveller. Praj can jou inform me the road to town ? 

Carpenter. Don't jou see it in the river ? Tol le 
lol de rata ! 

Trav. How can I cross the river ? 

Carp. Ducks and geese with ease get over. Tol le 
lol de rata ! 

Trav. Quite a natural! He thinks I can swim 
like a duck, or flj like a goose ; Fve a good mind to 
poll off mj boots and wade it over. But let me see : 
the water looks deep. Harkee, friend ! 

Carp, Ho! 

Trav. Is the river deep ? 

Carp. A stone thrown in will find the bottom. Tol 
le lol de rata ! 

Trav, This answer might please his companions. 
I know veiy well a stone won't reach the skj. Ha, 
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ha ! I see a house on the other side ! Hip, friend ! 
Who does that house belong to ? 

Carp, Not to you, but to its master. Tol le lol de 
ratal 

Trav, I know very well, Mr. Impertinence, it dcm't 
belong to the servant. Amazing I can't get a proper 
answer from this insolent fellow ! I'll refine my dis- 
course. ' Hip, Mister Carpenter, I want to know if 
the wine be good. 

Carp. It is so good it makes me tipsy. Tol le lol 
de rata I 

26. Nimble and quick, pick and chuse where 
YOU WILL. Here is something to fit and please 
every body, containing the humours of the age, 
being whimsical, witty, diverting, and comical, 
with useful remarks on the virtues and vices of 
the times. 8vo. n.d. 

"I love strong-beer twice in the year, that is 
summer and winter. Shew me a poet, a painter, and 
a quaker, and I will shew you three liars. Ballad- 
singers have the most honest trade in the world for 
money : it also is an ancient and honourable calling, 
for Homer also was one." The tract is filled with 
sentences of this kind. 



27. A Guide from the Cradel to the Grave, 
being a companion for young and old, wherein 
we may see the various stages of this life. 1 2mo. 
Printed and sold by Edw. Midwinter, at the 
Three Crowns and Looking-glass in St. Paul's 
Church-yard, 1732. 
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TVith wood-cuts, the first representing a child riding 
her hobby-horse. This may be called a nursery ver- 
sion of The Seven Ages. It is written in verse. 

28. The Holy Disciple, oe the history of 
Joseph of Arimathea, wherein is contained a 
true account of his birth, &c. Also the occasion 
of his coming to England, where he first preached 
the Gospel at Glastenbury in Somersetshire, 
where is still growing that noted white thorn 
which buds every Christmas Day in the morning, 
blossoms at noon, and fades at night, on the place 
where he pitched his stafi^in the ground. 12mo. n.d. 

" But what is more remarkable is the white thorn, 
otherwise called the holy thorn, which to this very 
time is noted throughout all Europe for budding, 
yearly, on Christmas Day in the morning, blossoming 
at noon, and fading at night: and the reason is as 
abovesaid, for that it was the stafi^ of Joseph of Ari- 
mathea, which he used in travelling ; and there where 
this white thorn grows, fixing it in the earth, it grew 
to what it now is : and tho' the times of superstitious 
popery in these kingdoms be abolished, yet thousands 
of people of difierent opinions go once a year to see it, 
as being a most miraculous curiosity ; which also 
brings foreigners beyond sea to behold it at its usual 
time of shewing, a wonder that is really supernatural, 
as being a matter contrary to the course of nature, 
and may make us cry out with the Psalmist, ' O Lord, 
my God, how marvellous are thy ways,' " pp. 16-7. 

29. A DIALOGUE OF COURTSHIP BETWEEN JOGKEY 
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AND Maooy, as they were coming from the market, 
or the wonderful works of our John, giving ex- 
cellent instructions how to court a country girl. 
12mo. 1793. 

In five parts, written in the Scottish dialect. This 
was, till within the last few years, a favourite chap- 
book in the north of England. At p. 34 is ^^an elegy 
upon the death of Jockey's mother." 

30. The Scots Piper's queries, or John Fal- 
kirk's CARiCHES ; to which are added his comical 
and witty jokes when in courtship with an old 
fidler's widow, who wanted the teeth. 12mo. n.d. 

^* Q. What time is a scolding wife at the best ? A 

When she is fast asleep. Q. Who was the goodman's 

muckle cow's calPs mother ? A. The muckle cow 

herself. Q. What is the likest thing to a man and a 

horse ? A. A taylor and a mare. Q. What is the 

hardest dinner that ever a tailor laid his teeth to? 

A, His own goose, though ever so well boil'd or roasted. 

Q. How many toad's tails will it take to reach up to 

the moon ? A, One, if it be long enough. Q. How 

many sticks gang to the bigging of a craw's nest ? 

A. None, for they are all carried." 

31. Mad Tom's Garland, composed of six excel- 
lent songs. 12mo. Licensed and entered accord- 
ing to Order, n.d. 

This tract will call the play of King Lear and Poor 
Tom to the reader's remembrance. The annexed cut 
is reduced from a larger one in the title-page ; and 
affords a good idea of the Bedlam Beggar, thus described 



by Holme, 1688: 
"The Bedlam iaint 
same garb, with 
loDg staff, and a cow ^ 
or ox hoiTi by Lis 
ude; but hie clothing 
Is more TaDtastick 
and ridicaloua, for 
being a madman, be 
is madly decked, sod 
dressed all over with 
ribbins, feathers, cut- 
tings of cloth, and 
what not, to make ^^ 
bim seem a madman 
or one distracted, when be is no other than a dis- 
Eembling knave." 

I am old Mad Tom, behold me, 

I uu old Mad Tom, behold me, 

■e quiie fled from me! 




dl>: 
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Yet I hope to be reclumed. 
I spprentioe vaa lo Vulcan, 
I apprentice wis to Vulon, 

And serv'd mj master faithful. 
Who makeB all toole for such jovial sonis, 

Bnt the gods hare been uagrateful. 
rU climb the loft; mountains, 
I'll climb the lofty monntaina, 

There will I fight the gypdes ; 
I'll play at bowls with Ihe sun and moon. 

And win them in th' eclipses. 
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ril climb the frosty mountains, 
1*11 climb the frosty mountains, 
ril gather stars by dusters. 

And put them into my budget: 
And if that I am not a roaring boy, 

Let all the nation judge it. 

Ill climb the snowy mountains, 
ril climb the snowy mountains, 

And there will I skim the weather: 
ril pluck the rainbow from the skies, 

And splice both ends together. 

32. Bess of Bedlam's Garland, containing several 
excellent new songs. 12mo. n.d. 

See, see, poor Bess of Bedlam, 

In mournful plight and sadness ; 
I shake my chains and rack my brains 

In all extreams of madness. 



33. A STRANGE AND WONDERFUL RELATION OF THE 
LIFE AND DEATH OF RoGER WrIGHTSON AND 

Martha Railton of the city of Durham. 
12mo. n.d. 

Showing " how the young man fell sick on Shrove 

Tuesday last, and died the 13th of March following: 

wherein is set forth the hard usage which the young 

woman met with during the time of his sickness, and 

upon hearing the first toll of the passing hell, she 

fainted away ; but by the shrieks and cries of her 

mother and a young woman, call'd her back again, 

and in amazed condition continued about twelve hours, 

and then she died. Also, the weeping lamentation 



k 
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made by both friends at the grave, wherein she was 
first decently laid, and then him ; being a fit pattern 
for all young men and women to prove constant in 
love ; with a word of advice to all hard-hearted parents 
not to cross their children in love." The narrative 
further informs us, ''he was observed to say three 
times just before he died, Martha^ Martha^ come 
away." In prose and verse. 

34. Piety display'd in the holy life and death 
OF St. Robert, the hermit at Knaresborough: 
also the abstemious life of Henry Jenkins. 12mo. 
£[naresborough, 1787. 

With a portrait of Henry Jenkins, who, according 

to this account, "lived to the amazing age of one 

hundred and sixty-nine : the battle of Flowden-field 

was fought Sept. 9, 1513, and he was about twelve 

years old when that battle was fought, so that H. 

Jenkins lived one hundred and sixty-nine years, viz., 

sixteen years longer than old Parr, and was the oldest 

man bom since the Deluge." 



35. Dun's Garland, containing three new songs : 
"The devil of Dun, or the wolf worsted"; "A 
new song of Hatfield's Chace" ; " Trading will 
mend when the wars are all over". 12mo. 
Printed May 1742. 

36. The King and Tinker's Garland, containing 
three excellent songs : " King James the First 
and the fortunate tinker"; '^ The tailor outwitted 
by the sailor"; "The lawyer and the farmer's 
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daughter. 12mo. Sheffield. Printed by John 
Garnet, at the Castle- green-head, near the Irish- 
Cross, Sept. 1745. 

" Come, now to be brief, let's pass over the rest, 
Who seldom, or never, was given to jest, 
And come to King James, the first of the throne, 
A pleasanter medley sure never was known." 

This is the earliest edition of the ballad I have met 
with. A traditional version is printed in Mr. Dixon's 
Ancient Poems, p. 109. 

37. A Horn-Book, in black letter, of the time of 
Queen Elizabeth. 

Horn-books are now so completely out of use that 
few persons are acquainted with their precise nature. 
The present one, which appears to be at least as an- 
cient as 1570, is mounted on wood, and protected with 
transparent horn. There is first a large cross, the 
criss-cross, and then the alphabet, in large and small 
letters. The vowels follow next, and their combina- 
tions with the consonants ; the whole is concluded with 
the Lord's Prayer, and the Roman numerals. The 
Arabic numerals are not given. The horn-book is 
mentioned by Shakespeare in Lovers Lahour^s Lost, v. 
1 ; and we have here the ba, the a, e, i, o, u, and the 
horn, everything in fact alluded to by Moth. It is also 
described by Ben Jonson, — 

The letters may be read, thorough the horn. 
That make the story perfect 

Cotgrave has, " La Croix de par Dieu, the Christ's- 
crosse-rowe, or horne-hooke wherein a child learnes 
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it;" and Florio, ed. 1611, p. 93, ^^Ceniurtidla, a childes 
horne-booke hanging at his girdle." 

" Commether, Billt/ Chubby an breng tha hornen 
book. Gee me tha vester in tha windor, yoa Pal 
Came ! — what ! be a sleepid — 1*11 wslke ye. Now, 
BiUy^ there's a good bway ! Ston still there, an mine 
what I da za to ye, an whaur I da pwint. — Now; cris- 
cross, girt 4, little 4— b — c— d. — That's right jBi7/y; 
you'll zoon lorn tha criss-cross-lain — you'll zoon au- 
vergit Bobby Jiffry — you'll zoon be a scholard, — A's a 
pirty chubby bway — Lord love'n I" — Specimens of the 
West Country/ Dialect, 

Horn-books are now of great rarity, and even mo- 
dem ones are very seldom seen. I have been told, on 
good authority, that an advertisement, many times 
repeated, offering a considerable sum for a specimen, 
failed in producing an answer. A tale, illustrative of 
Lord Erskine's readiness, relates that when asked by a 
judge if a single sheet could be called a book, he re- 
plied, " The common horn-book, my Lord." 

38. The Battledore, or First Book for Chil- 
REN. l2mo. n. d. 

This battledore is printed on cardboard, and contains 

the alphabet and simple combinations of letters. It is, 

in fact, a substitute for the horn-book. The phrase, 

" to know A. B. from a battledore," refers to this kind 

of book. 

39. The Tradesman's Looking-Glass, or a Hue 
AMD Cry after Mrs. Monet and her Sister 
Trade. 8vo. n. d. 
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A satirical tract, with woodcuts. Some of the trades 
speak in verse, e. g, — 

The shoemaker stands, and hath nothing to do. 
But drinks all the ale ihat dame Betty doth brew ; 
Had he but the gold which the miser lays up, 
He*d feast on St Monday as friend of the cup. 

40. Cblia's New Garland; " Celia's Complaint;*' 
" the Young Men's Warning-Piece;" "the Cruel 
Woman, or the Monster of a Wife," &c. 12mo. 
London, printed for Edw. Midwinter at the 
Looking-glass on London-bridge, n. d. 

The eighth song is entitled, " The Cruel Woman, 
or the Monster of a Wife, being the prison groans of 
Margaret Hayes, with a dialogue between Thomas 
Billings and Thomas Wood, her two bloody companions 
now in Newgate, for the inhuman murder of her hus- 
band by cutting off his head." This garland contains 
nineteen pages, and two woodcuts. 

41. The Bloodt Gabdener's Garland, composed 
with several excellent new Songs. 12mo. En- 
tered according to Order, 1779. 

42. The New Fortume-Book foe Bachelors, 
Husbands, Widowers, Wives, Maids, and 
Widows, shewing the good or bad luck that maj 
attend them in their lives. 12mo. n. d. 

The following extract wiU serve as a specimen of 

this tract :•— " In what hour to find the true female 

fern-seed^ which is of excellent use in love affairs. 

Particular critical is the time when this fern must be 
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gathered, it being only in five minutes on Midsummer 
eve. By a good watch you must observe the true hour 
of eleven o'clock at nighty being in a field where fern 
grows, from fourteen minutes after the said hour to 
nineteen minutes; strike the leaves thereof over a clean 
piece of white paper, on which must be written the 
characters of the seven planets, and the twelve signs, 
and the female seed of that vegetable, which is red, 
will drop out on the paper; put this into sack or 
Rhenish wine, and drink it : 'twill cause the person 
you court to have strong desires to marry you without 
delay." 

43. The Whole Art of Legerdemain, or Hocus 
Pocus in Perfection, by which any person of 
the meanest capacity may perform the whole art 
without a teacher; as performed by the best artist 
in the world : to which are added several tricks of 
cups and balls, &c., as performed by the little man 
without hands or feet : the wonderful art of fire- 
eating. 12mo. Bow Churchyard, n. d. 

Strange arts are herein taught by slight of hand, 
With which you may divert yourself or friend : 
The like in print was never seen before. 
So you must say now you have read it o'er. 

With numerous cuts, one of which, at p. 8, the man 
eating fire, is a curious specimen of the rough embel- 
lishments with which this class of books are adorned. 

44. God's just judgment on Blasphemers, being 
a terrible warning-piece to repining murmurers, 
set forth in a dreadful example of the Almighty's 
wrath on one Mr. Thomas Freeburn, a farmer near 
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Andover in Wiltshire, who utter'd those horrid and 
blasphemous expressions, that God never did him 
any good in his life, and he believed did not know 
what he did himself; with other words too mon- 
strous and devilish to be repeated : upon which 
he was immediately struck speechless, motionless, 
and almost without sign of life, and fell down as 
in a dead sleep; and no strength either of men or 
horses has been able hitherto to remove him from 
the ground. Also an account of his wicked life 
and actions for twenty-four years before this just 
judgement fell upon him, with his coming to his 
speech again in four months and twenty days' 
time, and the terrible sights he saw in the other 
world, which he has discover'd to some thousands 
of spectators, &c. 8vo. n. d. 



45. Love's True OaACiiE, or a new and curious 
fortune-book for men, maids, wifes, and widows, 
plainly and truly resolving, after a new and inge- 
nious method, whether lifb be long or short, &c. 
12mo. n. d. 

To dissolve and hinder witchcrafts and to prevent a 
thief from breaking into the house, Pimpemal, go- 
verned by the sun, being gathered the latter end of 
July half an hour after two in the afternoon, or some- 
thing more : take this herb, and sew it up in a yellow 
silk rag, stitched with yellow silk, and lay it under the 
threshold, hindereth the witch from coming in, and 
dissolveth witchcraft; or take a quill of quicksilver, 
and stop it with ycillow wax very well, and lay it under 
the party bewitched, and the inchantment will cease. 

The virtue and use of marygold in discovering ^ 
thief. Gather this herb in the middle of August, on a 
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Saturday, three quarters of an hour after sun-rising, 
and put in a leaf of laurel, and then write the party's 
name that useth it, and if he hath anything stolen, put 
it under the pillow at night, and he shall see the thief 
in his dream, and know him. This hath been ap- 
proved. 

If the gaul of a cow is secretly hid in the east side 
of the house, no thieves will ventnre to break into the 
house. 

To cure the toatk'Oche. Take one head of garlick, 
the skin peeled off and bruised; lay it in equal parts 
on the soles of the feet, and bind it fast on; it will help 
them speedily by drawing the humours out of the soles 
of the feet. Those who have taken this medicine have 
not been troubled with the tooth-ache for several years 
after. 



46. A NEW Pbophest, or an account of a young 
girl (of Torver, in the parish of Ulverston, in 
Lancaster), not above eight years of age, who 
being in a trance, or lay as dead for the space of 
forty-eight hours ; with an account of the strange 
and wonderful sight that she see in the other 
world. 8vo. n.d. 

The title further states it contains, ^' an alarm from 
heaven to the inhabitants of the earth, giving an ac- 
count how crying sins of the day and time do provoke 
the Almighty ; with strange and wonderful things, as 
a warning to this last and worst age, agreeable to the 
Holy Scriptures and divine revelation : the like never 
published, that the saying of the Almighty may be 

d2 
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fulfilled, ' That out of the mouth of babes and suck- 
lings God will perfect praise.' In the account of the 
trance we are told, * The envious and discontented 
were howling like mad dogs : the oppressors of the 
poor were trodden under foot by the devils in the 
burning flames ; in the midst of which lake were the 
swearers, lyars, and covetous persons, bearing the 
wrath of God to all eternity !" 

47. God's just judgment against jealous pebsons, 
the case of Mr. William Watts, a gentleman of 
very good estate in the parish of Milverton, near 
Taunton in Somersetshire. 8vo. n.d. 

In this narrative, the devil is represented as ap- 
pearing to him in the fields in the shape of a nobleman, 
and persuading him to murder his wife, whose conduct 
had alarmed his jealousy. The devil's speech is given 
entire, and was no doubt considered authentic by the 
people amongst whom tracts of this kind were circulated. 

48. The Surrt Wonder, giving a true and strange 
relation of Mr. Henry Watts, minister of Rygate, 
in the county of Surry, who lay in a trance forty- 
eight hours. Svo. Licensed and enter' d accord- 
ing to Order, n.d. 

According to this account, the coffin was on the 
point of being consigned to the earth, when a strug- 
gling noise was heard inside, and on its being opened, 
the supposed corpse lifted up its hand, and by degrees 
recovered. In the curious account given of the reve- 
lations made to him in his trance, he says, " As soon 
as my soul was separated from this lump of earth, all 
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mj sins were exposed before me, seeming engraved as 
on a marble table in crimson letters, which very much 
astonished me. The scroll was very large, every title 
of them being fresh in my memory. It caused me 
almost to despair ; when at that very instant, an angel 
presented me with a white and pleasant roll, in which 
all my good acts were written in letters of shining 
gold, as also my holy prayers and charitable practices, 
which shined above all the rest more gloriously, so 
that a great and heavenly joy seized my soul." 

49. The Rotal Garland of Protestant delight, 
fully furnished with variety of new songs upon 
sundry occasions : fitted to the capacities of all 
loving subjects both in city and country. 12mo. 
Printed for J. Blare at the Looking-glass on 
London -bridge, 1689. 

A curious little volume, in black-letter. The fol- 
lowing ballad may be selected as a specimen. It is a 
companion to " The witty, lass of Somersetshire, or 
the fryer serv'd in his kind," and is entitled, " Robin 
her true love's contrivance, in an answer to the fryer's 
misfortune": tune is, " O so ungrateful a creature" : 

Now, my sweet amorous Nancy, 

Thou hast been wise in thy ways, 
For I have reason to fancy 

We soon our fortune's may raise; 
Now in all haste we'll be marry'd. 

And of a couple make one ; 
Matters so fairly is carry'd 

That we'll not long lye alone. 

Oh ! how my riches increases. 

Which makes my heart blithe and light: 
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Here I have twenty broad pieces 
Besides good silver so bright: 

Thou wast the suttle inventer 
Of this new prank which we play*d: 

I might have thresh'd a whole winter. 
And ne'er been half so weU paid. 

Ill buy a cow and a weather, 

Likewise young yows that will breed ; 
And I will keep them together, 

All in one pasture to feed ; 
Thou shalt spin woolen and linnen, 

And I will harrow and mow. 
Thus in a happy beginning, 

First we will creep and then go. 

As he his mind did discover. 

Swearing to make her his bride ; 
Nancy was pleas'd at her lover. 

And with a smile she reply'd: 
Bobin, true reason requires 

Persons to seek after gain. 
And 'tis good threshing of fryers, 

For they yield excellent grain ! 

Then the inn-keeper, her master. 

With many gentlemen more. 
Laughed at the fryers disaster. 

Vowing they never before 
Heard a more prettier fancy, 

Which did the fryer defeat. 
Still they commended young Nancy, 

Who was both wise and discreet 



50. Fairy Stories, containing "The Blue Bird 
and Fiorina," " The King of the Peacocks and 
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Rosetta": whereunto is added an excellent new 
song, entitled " The Fairies Dance." 12mo. n.d. 

The fairy stories contained in the chap-books of 
the last century are chiefly borrowed from the French, 
a circumstance greatly to be deplored, for had the 
rural tales been preserved, they would have been in- 
valuable illustrations of our old fairy mythology. At 
p. 22, is a wood-cut of a circle of fairies dancing on 
the green, very rudely drawn, and similar to that in 
the tract of Robin Goadfellow, copied in Mr. Collier's 
Bridgewater CataloguCy p. 258. 

51. Dbeams and Moles, with their interpretation 
and signification ; to which is prefixed a collection 
of choice and valuable receipts concerning love 
and marriage. 12mo. n.d. 

The divination by moles and dreams is here fully 

entered into. The former concludes with these lines, — 

Thus haye I finish'd what I knew 
ConcemiDg moles, which I have found true. 
For moles that in our bodies grow 
Do promise either bliss or woe. 
Not that I*d have you trust so fiir 
To throw aside all worldly care. 
Many do this, when heaven above 
His wish'd for joys can soon remove. 
Therefore let not the reader's faith 
Depend on what the author saith, 
Nor pin it on a rotten sleeve, 
Lest disappointment he receive. 

A wise conclusion, though not conceived in the 
believing spirit roost of these compositions so signally 
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exhibit. The following is a receipt '^ to make an ex- 
cellent love-powder''; — 

" Take nettle-seed and juniper berries ; dry and 
beat them to powder : then burn in the fire the claw 
of a crab, that it may also be powdered : mix them, 
and give the party as much as will lie on a silver 
penny in any liquor, and it will cause strange effects, 
without harm, by which a husband, or wife, through 
good management, may be obtained." 

52, The wandebino young Gentlewoman's Gab- 
land, in five parts. 12mo. n.d. 

This is a metrical story of Catskin, a tale which 

obtains in most languages. It is reprinted in Moore's 

Pictorial Book of BalladSy ii, 145. Gifibrd mentions 

his acquiring in early life " much curious knowledge 

of Catskin^ and The Crolden BuUy and The Bloody 

Gardener^ and many other histories equally instructive 

and amusing." The title of The Goldeti Bull is here 

given. It is a very common chap-book. 

53. The Golden Bull, or the Crafty Pbingess, 
in four parts. — 1. How a king courted his own 
daughter for marriage, threatning her with death 
if she would not consent to be his wife. 2. The 
lady's craftiness to be convey'd over sea in a 
golden bull to the prince she loved. 3. How her 
arrival and love came to be made known to the 
young prince. 4. How her death was contrived 
by three ladies in her lover's absence : how she 
was preserved, and soon after married to the 
young prince: with other remarkable accidents 
that happened. 12mo. n.d. 
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54. The history of Ladt Godiva and Peeping 
Tom, or the origin of the procession at Coventry 
Show -fair. Copied from an ancient record. 
12mo. n.d. 

The ordinary accounts of Lady Godiva have been 
repeated ad nauseam, and indeed it is somewhat diffi- 
cult to say. anything new on the subject. But the fol- 
lowing narrative from Misson's travels in England, 
Memoires et Observations /aites par un Voyageur en 
Angleterre, 8vo. 1689,* contains a curious early notice 
of the image of Peeping Tom, which seems to have 
escaped the attention of all writers on this subject. 
Perhaps it may interest some of our readerSi if we 
extract the whole of Misson's account of Coventry. 
It is written in a lively style, and will bear perusal. 

" Sir William Dugdale, in his Antiquities^ speaks of 
Coventry as of a city more ancient than Rome. Be 
that as it will, there are no monuments of that anti- 
quity remaining there. About fourty years ago, it 
was enclosed with good walls, but King Charles II 
caused them to be demolished soon after his Restora- 
tion. After the wicked rogues that martyred his 
father had beat him at Worcester, they pursued his 
army quite to Coventry, whither he intended to retire ; 
but the inhabitants of that city, who were of a pack 
with the rest, shut their gates upon the poor prince, 
and were thereby the occasion of his being taken 
prisoner. This was the cause of the dismantling of 
Coventry. It has two fine churches, with handsome 

* Translated by Ozell. Svo. Lond. 1719. 
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Steeples. In the market-place is a kind of pyramid, 
about seventy or eighty feet high, round which are 
little niches with the statues of the kings of England, 
from William the Conqueror. The festival held every 
year at Coventry, in memory of the Lady Godiva, is 
particular enough to deserve here a little abridgement 
of its history. Godfrey, Lord of Coventry, being pro- 
voked against this city, stripped it of its privileges, 
and put it in several respects into a very pitiful condi- 
tion. The inhabitants, after having tried all imagin- 
able ways to recover their liberty, at last happily 
resolved to throw themselves at the feet of the beauti- 
ful and gentle Godiva, the tyrant's wife. They con- 
jured her to intercede for them, and she gave them 
her promise to do so. At first her prayers were in 
vain, and her husband even took it ill at her hands 
that she should concern herself for people against 
whom he was so much enraged. Nevertheless the 
good Godiva did not desist, and was so importunate 
with her husband, that at length he told her he would 
grant her request if she would do one thing. * By St. 
Matthew,' answered Godiva, 'I will do anything in 
the world to deliver Coventry from its servitude.' 
*By St. Thaddeus, then,' said Godfrey, 'you shall 
ride stark naked upon a white horse through every 
street in the town.' Godiva hesitated a little, but as 
she had sworn to do anything in the world, she found 
she could not refuse to do a thing which really was 
not so very difficult at that season of the year, especially 
too as her hair was so very long that it would almost 
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answer the purpose of clothing. Having made this 
resolution, Godiva caused it to be proclaimed by 
sound of trumpet that, while she was executing her 
lord's conditions, she commanded every inhabitant to 
retire, and have neither door nor window open, when 
she went by, under pain of death. All obeyed except- 
ing a certain baker, who was punished as he deserved. 
The catastrophe of the story is that Godiva obtained 
the deliverance of Coventry, and to this day this 
lady's statue, finely dished up and adorned with 
flowers, is carried every year through the city in 
solemn procession, in the midst of illuminations, and 
other public tokens of rejoicing. They also show you 
the statue of the baker, at the same window, and in 
the same posture as he was in when he was taken up> 
Whoever lives in that house is obliged to new paint 
the statue every year, and to provide him with a peri- 
wig and a hat." 

The tradition, as it obtains at present, tells us that 
Peeping Tom* was a tailor ; and Dr. Stukeley informs 
us that there was a window in Trinity Church in 
which were the figures of the earl and his lady, with 
the following inscription, — 

I, Luryche, for love of thee, 
Grawnte Coventre' tol-free."f 

55. The Devil upon two sticks, or the town 

* He is called Peeping Jack in Brome^s Travels over England, 
1700, p. 74. 
t Stukeley 's Itinerarium Cttriosum, 1776, ii, 19. 
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ontil'd, tith the comical hououbs op Dok 

Stulto and Seionob Jingo, as it is acted in 

Fioheipao's booth in May Fair. Svo. Printed 

by J. R. near Fleet-street, 1708. 

A very rare tract, consisting only of four Ic&ves, 

the title illnstrated by the accompanying wood-cut. 

Don Stulto, escaping from an intrigue, finds himself 

in the chamber of an astrologer at Madrid. " He saw 

books and papers in confusion on the table, spheres 

and compasses on the one side, and viols and quadrants 




on the other. Presently he heard a deep sigh break 
out just by him, which a little startled him: he took 
it at first for a nocturoal illusion, or imaginary phantom. 
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but bearing a second sigh, it made him cry oat, * What 
devil is it which sighs here ?' * 'Tis I, Seignor Stulto,' 
answers a voice, * I have been three years enclos'd in 
one of these bottles. In this house lives a skilful 
magician, who by the power of his art, has kept me 
so long shut up in this close prison.' " The demon is 
liberated, and represented as " a very surprizing figure, 
about two foot and a half high, resting upon two 
crutches, with goat's legs, a long visage, sharp chin, 
a yellow and black complexion, a very flat nose, and 
eyes that seem'd like two lighted coals." Numerous 
notices of Penkethman, and his " booth," occur in the 
literature of the period. 

56. Shakespeare's Garland, being a Collection of 
new Songs, Ballads, Koundelays, Catches, Glees, 
comic Serenatas, &c., performed at the Jubilee at 
Stratford-upon-Avon. The musick by Dr. Arne, 
Mr. Barthelimon, Mr. Allwood, and Mr. Dibdin. 
8vo. London, 1769. 

This tract is worth notice, were it merely for the 

mention of Shakespeare's birth-place at p. 14, which 

entirely disposes of an assertion made in a violent 

article against the authenticity of the house, inserted in 

Benilet/^s Miscellany^ founded on papers contributed by 

Mr. Welch, formerly an inhabitant of Stratford. The 

following lines were sung in chorus at the house in 

Henley Street where Shakespeare is said to have been 

bom, — 

Here Nature nurs'd her darling boy, 
From whom all care and sorrow fly, 



46 NOTICES OP FUGITIVE TEACT8. 

Whose harp the muses strung : 
From heart to heart let joy rebound, 
Now, now, we tread enchanted ground, 

Here Shakespeare walk'd and sung ! 

57. The Warwickshire Lad's Garland, composed 
of several excellent new Songs. 12ino. Licensed 
and enter'd according to Order, n. d. 

Printed about the time of the Jubilee, containing a 

song respecting Shakespeare. 

58. The Factor's Garland, containing the Fac- 
tor's voyage to Turkey, where he found a dead 
Christian lying on the ground, and gave fifty 
pounds to have him buried, &c. 12mo. Wor- 
cester, n. d. 

In a late reprint of this garland by Fordyce of 

Newcastle, we ai*e told that it " was formerly in great 

circulation in this part of the country; it was published 

by Mr. John White, of the CoUrant office here, about 

a hundred years ago, and afterwards by his successor 

Mr. T. Saint : the writer of this note recollects some 

old persons who sing the garland from beginning to 

end, and has seen it in a collection of songs printed at 

London in the year 1738." According to Ritson, this 

garland is founded on the romance of Oliver of Cas- 

tylle, 4to. 1518. 

59. The Horrqrs of Jealousie, or the Fatal 
Mistake, being a terrible and dreadful relation 
of one Jonathan Williams, a gentleman of a con- 
siderable fortune near Sittingburn in Kent. 
Printed for T. Williams near Wood-street, 1 707. 
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60. The Comical Bargain, or Trick upon Trick, 
being a pleasant and true Relation of one Thomas 
Brocks, a baker's prentice, near Milk-street, that 
went for a Hamburg Merchant, and courted an 
eminent doctor's daughter near King-street in 
Bloomsbury. London, printed for S. Smith in 
Cornhil, 1707. 

We are told, " If any one question the truth of this 
relation^ let them enquire for the new married couple 
at the sign of the Dog and Cat in Bread-street, 
London." 

61. Britain's Timely Bemembrancer, oh a Warn- 
ing FROM Heaven to vile Sinners on Earth, 
being Mr. Brightly's last sermon which he preached 
in his shroud, and died immediately after he con- 
cluded the same. To which is added an account 
of the holy life of Mr. Richard Brightley, Minister 
of Waltham Church in Leicestershire, and of his 
daily walking with God : how at several times he 
heard heavenly music when at prayer; and of 
many persons that appeared to him in white rai- 
ment in the fields which he called God's Field. 
Of the care he took of his parish during their 
visitation with many malignant and violent dis- 
tempers. How as he was praying with fervent 
devotion one night at his chamber-window, he fell 
into a trance, and saw the fate of the damned in 
everlasting torments, and that of the blessed in 
celestial glory. And being then warned of death 
by the angel, he afterwards bought a shroud and 
coffin, and ordered his grave to be made, invited 
his customers to hear his last sermon, which he 
preached the Sunday following, having his shroud 
on, and his coffin before him; he then declared his 

' vision how he saw Death riding on a pale horse, 
of the message he had given him to warn the 
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inhabitants of the earth from the wrath to come, 
and of his dying in the pulpit when he had deli- 
vered the same. Lastly, his burial, and the har- 
monious music that was heard in the air during 
his interment. 12mo. n. d. 

62. The Pboud Squire Reformed, being a great 
Example both to rich and poor, in an account of 
one Squire Howard living near the Town of 
Chard in Somersetshire : How he was in his 
grove, where he saw at a distance a poor labouring 
man by the side of a brook eating bread and 
drinking of water to satisfy his hunger and thirst, 
and then returned thanks to Grod for it. Here is 
likewise an account of the poor man's death, and 
the strange manner of the squire's reformation, 
when returning homewards, how he heard a noise, 
and an angel appeared and told him the richest 
man in the parish should die that night, &c. 
12mo. n. d. 

63. Some Predictions or Prophesies of some of 
the reverent and worthy servants of the 
Lord, which hath been lying hid these many 
years, and is now found; and is thought proper to 
be published for the use and benefit of the present 
age. 12mo. Glasgow, 1720. 

Contains, — 1. Some words of a preface by Mr. John 

Welch, a little after the break of Bothwel-bridge. 

2. Some notes of a preface by Mr. James Renwick. 

3. Account of John Card. 4. A prediction of Mr. 
Peden's. 5. An apparition in the Castle of Edinburgh 
in the time of the English invading Scotland in 1651, 
or 1 652. 6. Account given by Mr. Thomas Lundy, 
a godly minister at Battery in the North, his sister, a 
lady in that county, who died anno 1693. 
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64. The pleasubes of Matrimony, interwoven 
with sundry comical and delightful stories, with 
the charming delights and ravishing sweets of 
wooing and wedlock in all its diverting enjoy- 
ments. 12mo. London, n.d* 

We may extract a few curious notices of marriage 
ceremonies from this volume: — *'A11 things heing 
settled, and the appointed morning come, up gets the 
bridegroom, and dresses himself in all his gaudy attire. 
The hride is scarcely dressed, but the bridegroom 
coming into her chamber, with submissive knees adores 
his earthly deity, and kisses the lilies of her white 
hands, and sips ambrosial nectar from her lips, and 
then conducts her to the room of state, where they 
both stand to welcome their invited guests. Now 
things being ready, they take coach environed by a 
great crowd of spectators, of which not one of them 
but what must say something. . . . They go from the 
church again, and first receive the joy of the beggars, 
the bridegroom, for the grandeur of the wedding, 
throwing amongst them a handful of small money, 
which sets them scrambling. Then, taking coachj 
they return to the place from whence they set out, 
attended by a rabble, which is a mark of greatness. 

" Being come into the dining-room,^ the guests, of 
course, must all salute the bride, and in return, the 
bridegroom must salute all the young women, and 
this must sure be a great pleasure to him. This usual 
formality being over, the bridegroom then drinks a 
bumper to the whole assembly. By this time, dinner 
IS upon the table, and marshalled with as much forma- 

E 
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lity HS the Lord's Feaet. After the parson gays grace, 
they fall to without further ceremony ; and now here 
cornea a new pleasure to the bridegroom, to see all the 
guests address their glasses to the bride, and afterwards 
to him. 

"We will now Buppose the afternoon worn out in 
daDcing, to the great pleasure of the spectators, and 
the night begun, the bride is stolen away from the 
compaoy, and put to bed; andafier her the bridegroom. 
Up comes the sack-posset, nor can the bride and 
bridegroom get rid of this unnecessary ceremony, until 
some good compassionate lady threw on pnrpoee the 
stocking into the posset, when she pretended to throw 
it at the bride. This caused the sack-posset to be 
taken away, which being done, it only remained now 
to kiss the women round, and so depart. 

" The next momingr the drums and trumpets b^in 
to sound ; in a moment the street is full of benedictions 
to the bride and bridegroom ; and this must be another 
pleasure, for now the bridegroom, unwilling to pay 
the mnsic for nothing, gets up and dances to the 
music. The next day is spent in being treated bythe 
bridemen at a tavern ; and there can be now room f<>r 
nothing but pleasure." 



65. The fifteen cohfobts of matbihoht, with 
AN addition of thbee cohfobts uoke. I2mOi 
London. Printed for H. Woodgate and S. Brooks^ 
at the Golden Ball in Paternoster Row, 1760. 

This is partly a translation of the Quinzejo^ de 



\. 
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Manage^ and is evidently reprinted from an earlier 
edition. 

66. The New Academy of Compliments, ob the 
Lover's Secretary, being wit and mirth im- 
proved bj the most elegant expressions used in 
the art of courtship. 12mo. London, n.d. Front 

There are several curious pieces in this book, not a 
few illustrating old customs. From the latter we maj 
select "a plain downright country love-letter from 
Roger to his sweetheart, Joan," — 

"Sweet-honey Joan, — I have sent thee a thing, 
such a one as the gentlefolks call a love letter, it was 
indited by myself after I had drank two or three pots 
of ale, but 'twas written in Roman joining hand by 
the schoolmaster, who is clerk of the parish, to whom 
I gave sixpence for his pains. Truly Joan, and marry 
Joan, thou knowest how many a time and oft I have 
fetch'd home thy cows, when nobody knew who did it. 
Marry Joan, thou know'st I always play'd on thy side 
at stool-ball : and when thou did'st turn the garland 
in the Whitsun Holidays, marry Joan, I was sure to 
be drunk that night for joy. Marry Joan, cry I still, 
but wilt thou marry me, Joan? I know thou dost 
love Will the taylor, who, it is true, is a very quiet 
man, and foots it most feteously ; but I can tell thee, 
Joan, I think I shall be a better man than he very 
shortly, for I am learning of a fidler to play on the kit, 
so that if you will not yield the sooner, I will ravish 
thee e'er long with my music. 'Tis true I never gave 
thee a token, but I have here sent thee one, I bought 

£ 2 
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in the Exchangey where all the folks hooted at me, 
but thought I, hoot and be hang*d and 70a will, so I 
will buy a top-knot for Joan ; and I can assure thee, 
Joan, it will make a better shew in the church, than a 
green baj-leaf hj thy side. But what wilt thou give 
me for that, Joan ? Alas, I ask nothing but thyself ; 
come, Joan, give me thyself. Law ye, what a happy 
day would that be, to see thee, with thy best cloaths 
on at church, and the parson saying, I Hodge take 
thee Joan, and, by the Mass, I would take thee, and 
hug thee, and buss thee. And then hey away to the 
alehouse, and hey for the musicianers, and the Canaries, 
and the syllybubs, and the shoulder of mutton and 
gravy, and so having no more to say, I rest assured 
of your own good will. Thy own dear sweetheart, 
trusty Hodge the plowman." 

The following is an account of the dance of Green 
Sleeves: — ''Change sides ; first man and second woman 
side to one another, and go right hands round, first 
woman and second man do the same ; then the first 
couple cross over behind the second couple, and turn 
round, then they lead up, and casting ofi*, turn round 
again ; so it ends." 

67. A Timely Wabning to rash and disobe- 
dient Children, being a strange and wonderful 
relation of a young gentleman in the parish of 
Stepheny, in the suburbs of London, that sold 
himself to the devil for twelve years, to have the 
power of being revenged on his father and mother, 
and how his time being expired, he lay in a sad 
and deplorable condition, to the amazement of aU 
spectators. 12mo. Edinburgh, 1721. 
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A description of story formerly very common, and 
stedfastly believed by the ignorant. The devil appears 
in person, and makes the youth sign and seal with his 
own blood. 



68. Gtod's mercies made manifest to the Faith- 
ful, or a pious exhortation to all sinners, shewn 
in the wonderful relation of Mr. David Bentley, 
near the town of Largin, in the county of Armagh^ 
who, being a very good man, obtained great 
favour of the Lord. Shewing how he entertained 
an angel in his house, who came and enquired for 
lodging, in the likeness of a man, on the 20th 
July last, and declared many things to him which 
will shortly come to pass. 8vo. 1760. 

69. The Afflicted Parents, or the undutiful 
Child punished, shewing how a gentleman, living 
in the city of Chester, had two children, a son 
and a daughter, who was about two years younger 
than the son ; how the girl gave good advice to 
her brother ; how he rejected it, and knocked her 
down, left her for dead, and then went away ; 
how an angel appeared to him, and how he dis- 
covered the murder, was taken up, tried, cast, 
and condemned to die. Shewing how he was 
executed with two highwaymen, being cut down, 
put into his coffin, carried home to his father's 
house, and preparing for his funeral, how he 
came to life again, how he sent for a minister, 
and discovered to him several strange things, 
which after he had related, was executed a second 
time, for a warning to all disobedient children. 
Svo. n.d. 



70. The Garland of Good Will, divided into 
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three parts, containing many pleasant songs and 
poems. With a table to find the names of the 
songs. 8vo. London. Printed for G. Confers, 
at the sign of the Golden-ring, in Little Britian, n.d. 

This edition was printed in 1709, or verj soon 

afberwards, as appears from a list of books sold at the 

Golden-ring, which is inserted at the end of the 

volume. Themes Delonej is the author or editor of 

the work, many editions of which were published in 

the seventeenth century. The present differs consi- 

derablj from the earlier copies. 

71. Round about oub Coal-fire, or Christmas 
Entertainments, wherein is described the mirth 
and jollity of the Christmas holidays, of hobgob- 
lins, witches, ghosts, fairies, &c., together with 
some curious memoirs of old Father Christmas, 
shewing what hospitality was in former times, 
and how little there remains of it at present, 1734. 
12mo. Repr. 1796. 

A very curious tract, composed at the end of the 
seventeenth, or very early in the following century. 
The chapter on fairies is particularly interesting, and 
well deserves an extract : — 

''My grandmother has often told me of fairies 
dancing upon our green, and that they were very little 
creatures cloathed in green ; they would do good to 
the industrious people, but they pinch the sluts ; they 
would steal children, and give one of their own in the 
room ; and the moment any one saw them they were 
struck blind of one eye. All this I have heard, and 
my grandmother, who was a very tall woman, said she 
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bad seen several of them, which I believe, because she 
said so ; she said, moveover, that they lived under- 
ground, and that thej generallj came out of a mole- 
hill ; thej had fine music always among themselves, 
and danced in a moon-shiny night around, or in a 
ring, as one may see at this day upon every common 
in England where mushrooms grow. But, though my 
grandmother told me so, it is not unlawful to enquire 
into a secret of this nature, and so I spoke to several 
good women about it. 

" When I asked one whether there was such things 
as fairies^ * Ay,' says she, ' I have seen them many a 
time' ; another said, ' There's no room to doubt of it, 
for you may see thousands of their rings upon our 
common, &c.' 

'*I found, however, another way to be satisfied of 
the matter, and heard the following story of fairies 
from a person of reputation. 

" A gentlewoman and her husband were going into 
the country, and thought it best to retire out of town 
four or five miles the night before, to receive the 
stage-coach, and avoid the ceremony of taking leave 
of their friends, which are generally more troublesome 
than welcome on that occasion ; and being gone to bed 
in a country town where fairies walked about twelve 
o'clock, up comes a little woman, not much bigger than 
one's thumb, and immediately follows a little parson, 
also a great number of people, and a midwife, with 
a child in her arms ; and I suppose by their power 
chairs were set for them : but it happened they wanted 
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a godmother for the child, for it was to be christened 
that night; so sajs the good fairy, ^Father, the 
gentlewoman in the room will do us that favour' : 
*Aj/ sajs the rest of the company, *it is a good 
thought' ; and up brisked the fairy father to the bed- 
side, and called out the lady, who did the office ; for 
which the father gave her a large diamond ring. AU 
this while the lady's husband was as fast as a church 
and knew nothing of the matter. But in the morning, 
good lack, the case was altered ; he espied the fine 
ring upon his wife's finger : ' How came you by that, 
my dear ?* says he. * Why, my love,' replies she, * the 
fairies have been here to night:' and told him the 
9tory of the christening. * Zounds,' says he, ^the ring 
is Sir John's ring ; I know the stone : I have often 
seen familiarities between you and him, and now am 
convinced of your treachery. And so I suppose he 
took his wife to be a whore.' 

"The fairies were very necessary in families, as 
much as bread, salt, pepper, or any other such com- 
modity, I believe ; because they used to walk in my 
father's house, and if I can judge right of the matter, 
they were brought into all the families by the servants ; 
for in old times folks used to go to bed at nine o'clock, 
and when the master and mistress were lain on their 
pillows, the men and maids, if they had a game at 
romps, and blundered up stairs, or jumbled a chair, 
the next morning every one would swear it was the 
fairies, and that they heard them stamping up and 
down stairs all night, crying, * Waters locked, waters 
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locked/ when there was no water in any pail in the 
kitchen. 

^'So from what I have said, the hobgoblins, the 
witches, the conjurers, the ghosts, and the fairies, are 
not of any value, or worth our thought." 

72. The famous histobie of Fbter Bacon, con- 
taining the wonderful! things that he did in his 
life : also the manner of his death, with the lives 
and deaths of the two conjurers, Bungje and 
Vandermast. Very pleasant and delightfull to 
be read. Bliidschap doety het leven yer Langhen. 
Sm. 4to. Printed at London \yj Or, P., for 
Francis Grove, and are to be sold at his shop, at 
the upper end of Snow Hill, against the Sarazens 
Head, without Newgate, 1627. 

In black-letter, with woodcut on title representing 
the two friars, Miles, and the brazen head. Miles is 
represented plajing on the pipe and tabor. It is, un- 
fortunately, imperfect, wanting four leaves, and is 
only mentioned here as being the earliest edition known 
to exist. Lord Ellesmere possesses a copy dated 1629. 
The present differs in a few readings from the reprint 
edited by Mr. Thoms. 

73. A strange and wondebful belatio^ of the 
Old Woman who was dbowned at Ratclifp- 
HiOHWAY A FOBTNiOHT AGO *. to which is added 
the old woman's dream a little after her death. 
In two parts. 12mo. London, n.d. 

Embellished with forty-three woodcuts which ap- 
pear to have been obtained from varied sources. One 
is taken from an early edition of Bunyan's Pilgrim's 
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I\vffreu, and another a portrait of Queen Elizabeth ! 
The following one, which is placed on the title-page, is 




particularlf curiong, ae aSbrding a representation of 
the manner in which the ducking-atool was suspended. 
Gay thoa alludes to it in his Puttoralt, ed. 1 742, p. 27 : 
" m spaed me to the pond, where the high stool 
Od the long plank huigs o'er the maddy pool. 
That stool, the dreed of er'rj scolding qnesn ; 
Tet sure > lover should not die so mean I" 
And a representation of one, more simply constracted 
than the above, having merely a pole stuck in the 
ground for the stand, is given in the frontispiece to 
the third pastoral. 

The tract itself is a curious old burlesque, and com- 
mences as follows : — "It was the iaet Monday morn- 
ing, about four o'clock in the afternoon, before sun- 
rising, going over Highgate Hill, I asked htm if the 
old woman was dead that was drowned at Ratcliff- 
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highway a few nights ago. He told me he could not 
tell, but if I went a little further I should meet with 
two joung men on horseback, riding under a mare, in 
a blue red jerkin, and a pair of white free-stone 
breeches, and thej would give intelligence. So when 
I came up with the women, thej thought I was a 
Hector that was come to rob them, and therefore ran 
to me, but I most furiously pursued before them, so 
that one of them for meer madness, seeing him dead, 
drew out his sword and directly killed him. The 
horse for vexation, seeing himself dead, ran awaj as 
fast as he could, leaving them to go on foot upon ano- 
ther horse's back forty miles. * Friend,' said I, *I 
mean you no good, but pray inform me if the old 
woman be dead yet that was drowned at Katcliff- 
highway a fortnight ago ?' They told me they could 
not tell, but if I went a little farther I should meet 
with two women driving an empty cart full of apples, 
and a mill-stone in the midst, and they would give 
me particular intelligence. But when I came up with 
them, they would not satisfy me neither, but told me 
if I went down to the water-side, there lived one Sir 
John Vang, and he would give me true intelligence. 
So going to the water-side, I whooped and hallowed, 
but I could make nobody see. At last I heard six 
country lads and lasses, who were all fast asleep, play- 
ing at nine-pins under a hay-cock, piled up of pease- 
straw in the midst of the Thames, and eating of a 
roasted bag-pudding, freezing hot. But I at last met 
with two she watermen, that carried me clean over 
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the water, and landed me up to my knees in mud. 
And when we were got into the middle of the Thames 
in Batcliff-highwaj, at last I arrived at Sir John 
Yang's house. It is a little house entirely alone, en- 
compassed with about forty or fifty houses, having a 
brick wall, made of fiint-stone, round about it. So 
knocking at the door, 'Gammer Vangs,' said I, 'is 
Sir John Vangs within T ' Walk in,* said she, ' and 
you shall find him in the little, great, round, three- 
square parlour.' This Gammer Vangs had a little 
old woman her son. Her mother was a justice of the 
peace ; but when I come into the said great, littlci 
middle-sized, square, round, three-cornered parlour, I 
could not see Sir John Vangs, for he was a giant. 
But I espied abundance of nice wicker bottles. And 
just as I was going out he called to me, and asked me 
what I would have. So, looking back, I espied him 
j ust creeping out of a wicker-bottle. It seems, by his 
profession, he made them, and crept out at the stopper- 
holes. ' Sir John Vangs,' said I, ' pray is the old 
woman dead that was drowned at Hatcliff-highway a 
fortnight ago, or not.' ' No, sure,' said he, ' she would 
have sent me word if she had been dead, for she is a 
near kinsman of mine. But I confess,' said he, ' if I 
had lived there to this day, I had been dead seven 
years ago.' " 

Another edition, in my possession, concludes with 
account of "the comical wedding of Humphrey and 
and Susan, at which were present Sir John Vangs, 
Knight, and no gentleman, and his wife, Grammer 
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Vangs, who weaves deal-boards in Lincoln's-inn-fields, 
hj Charing-cross ; old mother Trot, who cries mutton- 
custards about the street ; Obediah Borndrunk, who 
keeps the ale-house the sign of the Barking Dogs in 
St. Greorge's-fields, which disturb the whole parish 
every night by its continual howling ; and several 
other people of good fashion, not forgetting the father 
and mother of Susan,, who live at the sign of the 
Wooden-dishclout in Hammersmith : he deals in brass- 
buttons and Bath-mettle buckles, which he forges out 
of Cheshire cheese, and she makes wax balls of puff- 
paste." 

74. The high Gebman Fobtune-telleb, laying 
down true rules and directions by which both 
men and women may know their good and bad 
fortune ; to which is added the whool art of 
Palmestry, written by the high German artist. 
I2mo. nd. 

This tract has been reprinted up to a recent period. 
It is alluded to in Brown^s Letters from the Dectd to 
the Lwing^ ed. 1707, p. 18. 

*' To know whether the party you love is real. 
Steep rose-leaves in vinegar. Then dry 'em to powder. 
Add a little of the powder of nightshade to 'em, and 
give about a dram of it to the party in wine or other 
liquor ; and if he, or she, smiles, or the amorous 
gestures don't make it all apparent, or some words fall 
more than usual, then be confident there's nothing in 
it." (p. 16.) 

*' To make love^powder to cause love. Take mother- 
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of-pearl a dram ; crab's-eyes as much. Mix these up 
with the juice of parsley. Then dry 'em again^ and 
beat them to powder, and give half of it at a time in 
a glass of wine, ale, or any other liquor, and it will 
work strange effects, which you will soon see by the 
motion of the eyes, words, and other love toyings." (p. 17.) 

** To make hve^pawder another way. Take bay- 
berries, and gum of ivy, fern-root, and the claws of a 
crab ; dry 'em to powder ; and sift them thro' a fine 
sieve, and if you want to know any one's affection, put 
a dram of it into a glass of wine, or other liquor, and 
it will work strange effects, without injuring the health 
of the party." 

<* To make a ring thai wiU draw love affections. 
Take a hollow gold-ring, and put into it a snake's- 
skin which has been slipped off going through a hedge. 
After you have dipped it in the juice of nightshade 
and fern-roots, you may draw it thro' as you do a hur, 
and when you have done, say, Omnia vincii Amor. 
And then secretly slide it on your mistress's finger, 
and youll find a strange alteration in her. It works 
also in friendship." 

** The happy days in each month relating to love and 
business. 

** On January 6, 9, 25, 
The work you take in hand will surely thriye. 
February 10, 19, 23, 
With love of what you undertake agree. 
The first of March is lucky held by all. 
And April's 12th and 18th so we call: 
May's 4th, 14th, and 21st, are sure 
To bring prosperity that will endure: 
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June's I9tb, and 2l8t, and 4, 
Do prosper business, and secure your store. 
If that your loTes you'd quickly obtain 
Begin in July, in the dog-star's reign: 
August the 5th and 6th are likewise good, 
If then yon court, you'll not be withstood. 
September 4th, 18th, and 28, 
October's 3rd and 6th and 10th create. 
Such good beginnings as do giye us bliss, 
November's 10th and 12th bring happiness. 
December 4th, 8th, 13th, and the day 
Our Lord was bom, we reckon may. 
The rest of them are most indifferent, 
And some we find to be malcTolent." 



75. A Geoatsworth of \Yit for a Penny, or 
THE Interpretation of Dreams. 12mo. n.d. 

"How a many or maid, shall know their dream, 
whether they shall have them they love, or not. If a 
maid loves a mao, and dreams she is going to church 
with another man, and that she runs from him, she 
will assuredly have the man she desireth ; but if she 
dream she goeth into church with the other man, she 
will not have the man she loveth. If the man dreams 
anything which he is assured is like the aforesaid, it 
denotes the like fortune as to a woman.'* 

"il night-spell to catch thieves. The following will 
drive away any evil spirit that haunts houses, or other 
places ; and haying it about you, no thief can harm 
you, but if he comes to rob a garden, orchard, or a 
house, he cannot go till the sun riseth : having in 
every four comers of the house this sentence written 
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upon fine, tme virgin parchment. Omnes spiriius 
laudei Dominut Mosem habe. Prophetas exerget 
Deus, disripari inter ifumicos. But if for a garden, 
or orchard, it must be placed at the four comers 
thereof ; and if to keep one from being robbed on the 
road, to have it always about him, and fear God.'' 

** The head. The head being short and round 
denotes forgetfulness and folly. The head long in 
fashion to be prudent and wary ; if in the fore-part 
of the head hollow ness, to be hasty. The head big 
shews a dull person, and is appl/d to the ass. The 
head little, to be foolish, and apply'd to the dog. The 
head mean of bigness argues a good wit naturally. 
The head being sharp, to be immodest, a boaster, of 
whom there are too many." 

76. A Nuptial Dialogue, between a toung 
Libertine and an old canting rich widow, 

WHOM HE HAD MARRT'd FOR HER MONEY. 12m0. 

DubUn, 1735. 

77. A particular account of the great mob at 
Glasgow, that happened on Tuesday, 9th of Feb* 
1 779, with an account of the magistrates and trades 
activity in assisting to suppress the same. 8vo. 1779. 

78. The most surprising adventures and won- 
derful INTRIGUES OF DavID HuNTLY, THE 

FAMOUS English fortune-hunter, who first 
made love to his master's daughter, and from 
having gained an interest in her favour he began 
to think himself entitled to a much better match, 
and how he made his addresses to several ladies 
of fortune. Svo. Glasgow, 1787. 
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This tract relates " how he met with many grievous 
disappointments, till he fell in with Madam Prude, a 
brisk young widow, by whom he thought he would 
immediately raise his fortune, but was at last miserably 
disappointed and affronted : and having spent his 
time till he is grown gray with age, he is now con- 
tenting himself by writing a history of the disagree- 
ments and misfortunes of married people, from his 
observations in a journey from London to the Land's 
End in a stage-coach, which you have here a full and 
particular account of; together with the conduct of 
two new married gentlemen and their ladies in a 
voyage at sea, when the ship was cast upon a rock 
beyond all hopes of recovery, with their different be- 
haviour to each other after their safe arrival upon shore." 

79. An Oration on the virtues of the old 
Women and the pride of the young, with a 
direction for young men what sort of women to 
take, and for women what sort of men to marry. 
12rao. Glasgow, 1788. 

Said to be " dictated by Janet Clinker, and written 

by Humphrey Clinker, the clashing wives clerk." In 

the Scottish dialect, p. 8. Another edition is entitled, 

" The folly of wittless women displayed, or the history 

of the Haveral Wives" 

80. The History and Lives of all the most 
NOTORIOUS Pirates and their Crews. 8vo. 
Glasgow, 1788. 

One of the most popular chap-books of the last 

f 
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century, ''from Captain Avery, who first settled at 
Madagascar, to Captain John Grow, and James 
Williams, his lieutenant, &c., who were hanged at 
Execution Dock, June 11th, 1735, for piracy and 
murder, and afterwards hanged in chains between 
Blackwall and Deptford, and in this edition continued 
down to the year 1735." 

81. Thb Laidlet Worm of Spindleston Heugh, 
- a song above five-hundred years old, made by the 

old mountain-bard, Duncan Frasier, living on 
Cheviot, A.D. 1270. Printed from an ancient 
manuscript. 12mo., 1785. 

It is unnecessary to say that this ballad is a modem 

fiction ; but it is not generally known that it is founded 

on an old tradition which is still current in the north 

of England. 

82. The true trial of Understanding, or Wit 
NEWLY reviv'd, being a book of riddles, adorned 
with a variety of pictures. By S. M. 

New riddles make both wit and mirUi, 
The price a penny, yet not half the worth. 

12mo. Printed and sold in Londpn, n.d. 

A collection of metrical riddles. The answer to 
the following one is, " Three fidlers in Thames-street, 
who played up a bridegroom in the morning, who gave 
them nothing to drink." 

Three men near the flowing Thames, 
Much pains and labour they did take: 

They both did scratch and daw their wems 
Until their very hearts did ache. 

It is as true as e'er was told ; 

Therefore this riddle now unfold. 
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83. The world turned upside-down, or the 
FoLLT OF Man, exemplified in twelve comical 
relations upon uncommon subjects. Illustrated 
with twelve curious cuts, truly adapted to each 
story. 12mo. Printed and sold in London, nd. 

In verse. 1. The world turned upside down. 2. 

The ox turned farmer. 3. The old soldier turned 

nurse. 4. The reward of roguery, or the roasted 

cook. 5. The duel of the palfries. 6. The mad squire. 

7. The ox turned butcher. 8. Gallantry a-la-mode, 

or the lovers catched by the cock. 9. The honest ass 

and the miller. 10. The horse turned groom. 11. 

The water wonder. 12. Sun, moon, stars, and earth 

transposed. 

84. Voyages and Travels, being the life and 
adventures of Kobinson Crusoe of York, mariner; 
who lived eight and twenty years all alone in an 
uninhabited island on the coast of America, having 
been cast on shore by shipwrack, wherein all the 
men perished but himselfe. With an account how 
he was at last as strangely delivred by Pirates. 
Written by himselfe. 8vo, n. d. 

In the form of a • penny history, four leaves, with 
two cuts. This was probably the earliest edition of 
Robinson Crusoe in that shape, as it is evidently nearly 
as old as the period in which De Foe's celebrated nar- 
rative appeared. 

85. The Life and glorious Actions of the Ho- 
nourable Sir Cloudeslt Shovel, Kt., Admiral 
of the Confederate Fleet in the Mediterranean 
Sea, who was unfortunately drowned upon the 
22nd of October, 1707, through his ship, the 

f2 
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Associatian, splitting on the rocks near Scilly, as 
in her Passage from the Streights for EnglancL 
Furthermore you have here contained all his noble 
Expeditions, his famous sea-fights, and his brave 
exploits performed in several parts of the world. 
8vo. London, Printed by J. B., near Fleet-street, 
c. 1708. 

Four leaves, with a portrait. 

86. The Golden Cabinet, oe Compleat Fortune- 
teller, wherein the meanest capacities are taught 
to understand their good or bad fortunes, not only 
in the Wheel of Fortune, but also by those subtime 
arts and mysteries of Palmestry and Physiognomy, 
1 2mo., n. d. 

" On Valentine's day. Take two bay-leaves, sprinkle 

them with rose-water, the evening of the day lay them 

across your pillow. When you go to bed, putting on 

a clean shift turned wrong side outwards, and laying 

down, say these words softly to yourself, — 

** Good Valentine, be kind to me, 
In dreams let me my true love see. 

So go to sleep as fast as you can, and you will see in 
your dream the party you are to wed come to your 
bed-side, and offer you all the modest kindness imagin- 
able." (p. 22.) 

" On St Agnes'^ day. Take a sprig of rosemary, and 
another of thyme; sprinkle them thrice, and in the 
evening of this day put one in each shoe. Place the 
shoes on each side of the bed, and then go to bed, 

saying,— 

" St. Agnes, that's to lovers kind, 

Come ease the trouble of my mind. 
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When you are asleep, you'll fiincy you hear him talk- 
ing to you of love : then looking into your shoes, and 
attempting to put them on, if you are desirous of two, 
they will appear." (p. 23.) 

87. Aristotle's Legacy, or his Golden Cabinet 
OF Secrets opened, in five treatices. Licensed 
according to order. Printed for J. Blare at the 
Looking- Glass on London -bridge, n. d. 

A tract very similar to the last. The following 
" love-observations on first hearing the cuckoo" are cu- 
rious : — 

" When you walk abroad in the spring, as soon as 
you hear the cuckoo, sit down on a bank, or any con- 
venient place, and pull the stocking from off your right 
leg, and whilst you are doing it, say : 

" May this to me 
Now lucky be. 

Then looking between your great toes, and you'll per- 
ceive a hair, which will easily come off; take it, and 
look well on it, and you will perceive it to be the colour 
(of) the party's hair you desire. Wrap it up in a piece 
of paper, and keep it ten days carefully. If then it 
has not changed colour, then the party loved will be 
constant, and you will obtain your desire; but if it do, 
you are flattered, and will be deceived." Gay alludes 
to this method of divination in his Pastorals, ed. 1742, 
p. 32,— 

When iirst the year I heard the cuckow sing, 
And call with welcome note the budding spring, 
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I BtrutWkj wt a niiming with gaoh hute, 
Deb'nh, who itod the smock, scaroe no ao hat. 
Till speDt for Uck of breatli, quite weary grown, 
UpoD a rising bunk I sit ■down. 
Then doETd my shoe, and by my troth, I Kweir 
Thereia 1 apy'd this yetlow Miled hair. 
As like to Lubberfcin's in curl and hue, 
Aa if npon his comoly pate it grew." 



Tltis tract is illustrated with hideous woodcuts, one 
of which, at p. 16, represeots Robin Goodfellon and 




the fairies, and is evidently a copy of that prefixed to 
the Mad B^nis of Robin Goodfettow, 1628, reprinted 
by Mr. Collier for the Percy Society. The following 
list of contents is given at the commencement of the 
tract: — 1. The foitune-teller, or knowledge of good 
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and bad fortune bj throwing the dice on the wheel of 
fortune. — 2. Bj palmestry, as the lines or marks in 
the hand. — 3. Bj phisiognomy, or the several parts of 
the face and head, as ejes, nose, chin, hair, &c. Bj 
metocopj, as the several lines and marks in the fore- 
head, and other parts of the face. With marks and 
sacred characters, and all other matters relating to long, 
or short life, love, business, . the humours and disposi- 
tions of the partys, and how they are inclined. — 4. A 
treatise of moles and their significations on the face 
or any part of the body : the like of dreams and their 
interpretation, more exact than ever. — 5. Observations 
on Valentine's day, St. Agnes' day, and upon the first 
hearing the cuckoo, as they particularly relate to love 
and marriage, by which a maid or widdow may know 
whether her sweetheart be true or false, in earnest or 
in jest; when married, and if fortunate or unfortunate 
in wedlock. — 6. How to make an enchanted ring, or 
make any who wears it to fall in love with you.— 7. 
Also the best and most powerful receipt for making 
love-powder, to which are added twenty merry and 
pleasant riddles, with their solutions or explanations : 
the whole illustrated throughout with curious cuts 
proper to each particular, being the best, most exact, 
and accomplished book of this nature. The tract con- 
sists of twenty-four pages, with forty-eight cuts. 

With respect to moles, we are told that " a mole on 
the right arm denotes riches and honour to a man, or 
woman, by great undertakings and happy marriages : 
a mole on the left-arm, under the wrist, denotes this 
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party to be crossed in his issue, but that he shall 
attain riches ; a mole on the back, inclining to the 
right-side, denotes riches and honour to be gained by 
the favour of great men ; a mole on the left-side the 
stomach, denotes indifferent good fortune to man, or 
woman ; a mole on the groin, inclining to the right- 
side of the loin, signifies prosperity and fortune to 
man, or woman, by marriage, or other ways : a mole 
appealing on the right, or left knee, denotes a person 
will advantage himself by travel into strange countrys : 
two moles, answering equally on either side the gullet, 
threatens untimely death ; a mole on the left-side of 
the forehead, denotes the party shall get riches by 
tillage, building, and planting. A mole on the right- 
side of the forehead promises happy contentment of 
life, &c." 

Another edition of this tract in my possession, but, 
unfortunately, imperfect, was "printed for Tho. Norris, 
at the Looking-glass on London Bridge," 1711. 
12mo. It contains many more cuts, and a collection 
of jests is added. From the latter we may accept the 
following, the first relating to cucking-stools, and the 
other to the ancient custom of marking an infected 
house with a red-cross : — 

" Some gentlemen were riding into the country 
to be merry, and coming near a country town, they 
saw a ducking-stool, and an old woman near it spin- 
ning. * Come/ says one of them, * you shall see how 
111 abuse this old woman. Good woman,' says he, 
'what was that chair made for?' She told him he 
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knew well enough what it was. ^ No/ says he, * I do 
not know, unless it be the chair you use to spin in.' 
* Oh, fie !' says she, ' you must needs know it, for 'tis 
a cradle your good mother has often lain in.'" 

"In a great plague-time, a constable passing by 
one of his neighbour's houses, heard his wife soundly 
basting him, wherefore that night he set up a red- 
cross upon the door. The man next morning seeing 
it, was highly offended, and complained thereof to the 
alderman of the ward, who thereupon was sent for to 
answer wherefore he did it. To which the constable 
said, 'Yesterday, passing by his house, I heard his 
wife soundly vilain him, and I think there can be no 
greater plague in a house than that.' " 

88. Mother Bunch's golden fortune-teller, 
containing *' Love's delight, or how to ascertain 
all future events." 12mo. Newcastle, n.d. 

A curious collection of rural superstitions, from 
which we may select the following extract respecting 
the dumb-cake : — *'In order to make the dumb-cake 
to perfection, it is necessary to observe strictly the 
following instructions : let any number of young wo- 
men take a handful of wheaten-flour (not a word is to 
be spoken by any one of them during the rest of the 
process) and place it on a sheet of white-paper, then 
sprinkle it over with as much salt as can be held 
between the finger and thumb : then one of the 
damsels must bestow as much water as will make it 
into a dough ; which being done, each of the company 
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must roll it up, and spread it thin and broad, and each 
person must (at some distance from each other) make 
the first letters of her Christian and surname with a 
large new pin, towards the end of the cake : if more 
Christian names than one, the first letter of each must 
be made. The cake must then be set before the fire, 
each person must sit down in a chair, as far distant 
from the fire as the room will admit, not speaking a 
single word all the time. This must be done soon 
after eleven at night, and between that and twelve, 
each person must turn the cake once, and in a few 
minutes after the clock strikes twelve, the husband of 
her who is first to be married will appear, and lay his 
hand on that part of the cake which is marked with 
her name." 

89. The Figure of Seven, containing divers 
matters pleasant and profitable, fitted to the capa- 
cities of both the learned and ignorant : wherein 
is much more treated of than of any subject 
written before this kind. Svo. Printed and sold 
in Aldermarj Churchyard, n.d. 

A collection of oddities arranged in sevens. We 
may select the following as specimens : — " Nick-nafnes 
given to seven counties, Essex calves ; Hertfordshire 
hedge-hogs ; Kentish long-tails ; Cambridgeshire 
camels ; Leicestershire bean-bellies ; Norfolk dump- 
lins ; Yorkshire tikes. Seven sorts of men that love 
seven sorts of things, A Dutchman loves brandy ; 
an Irishman, usquebaugh ; a Welchman, toasted 
cheese ; an Englishman, Canary ; a Scotchman, oat- 
cakes ; a Frenchman, mutton ; a German, strong beer. 
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90. Cambridge Jests, or Wit*s Recreation. 
12nio. London. Printed in Bow Church-yard, n d. 

" Ralph of Gloucester, a noted fool, being one day 

in the shambles, and meeting the mayor, aldermen, 

and principal inhabitants there, to whom he was well 

known. * Well, honest Ralph,' said Mr. Mayor, * what 

news have you to-day?' * Master Mayor,' replied 

Ralph, ' great news.' ' What is it ?' said the mayor. 

* Indeed,' quoth Ralph, 'I never yet saw so many 
sheeps' heads in the shambles at one time." (p. 14.) 

"A condemned person riding up Holborn-hill in 
his way to Tyburn, desired to call at the Horn Tavern 
to take a glass of wine to cherish his spirits, and keep 
up his heart. When he had drank two or three 
bumpers of claret, the vintner asked him if it was 
good. * Aye,' says he, ' 'tis excellent wine, if a person 
could but stay by it." (p. 16.) 

** A Cantabrigian being one day deeply engaged in 
discourse with a gentlewoman who condemned the 
weakness of her sex. * No, madam,' replied the scholar, 

* not so, for, if I mistake not, it is easy to prove your 
sex stronger than ours, for Sampson, being the 
strongest, carried only the gates of the city away : 
but now-a-days every female stripling carries a tower 
on her head." ^ (p. 16.) 

'*A merry country fellow told his companions he 
could have whatever weather be pleased, at which 
they all laughed, and said it was impossible, for the 
planets governed the world and the weather too. 
*You are fools,' said he, 'for what weather pleases 
God, pleases me." (p. 22.) 
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91. The Coachman's and Footman's Catechism, 
being an account of all the proceedings and the 
various places thej are entertain'd in from their 
first commencing servants to their being super- 
annuated. Compiled for the edification of the 
young fraternity. Also an account of Betty the 
cook-maid, Mary the kitchen-maid, butler and 
steward, porter, gardiner, postillion and groom, 
housekeeper, house-maid, chamber-maid, laundry- 
maid, nursery-maid, and that sweet pretty crea- 
ture caird the lady's -woman, that will really tell 
a hundred and fifty lies while she is dressing her 
lady : pray, what is that for, but to turn the 
servants out of their places, and beg a silk gown 
now and then, with ruffle cufis to it, and their 
three-story church-steeple Maccaroni cap. 8vo. 
London, n.d. 

92. The life and glorious history of John, 
Duke and Earl of Marlborough, containing 
a relation of the most important battles, sieges, 
and negotiations managed under his auspicious 
conduct both in the wars of Flanders and Ireland, 
&c. With the addition of his grace's last glorious 
campaign, particularly the great and memorable 
battle of Eamellies. 8vo. n.d. 

Eight leaves, with a portrait on the title. This 

appears to have been printed in 1706, soon after the 

duke's campaign in the spring of that year. 

93. The Sailor's Warning-piece, being a dread- 
ful relation of seven English sailors, who, on the 
10th of May last (1706), were in such sad ex- 
tremity by a violent tempest on the coast of St. 
Christopher's Island, that they kill'd and eat one 
of their companions, by lot, to keep the rest 
alive : with the manner how they were at last 
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preserved by a miracle. As also another astonish- 
ing relation of the Gloucester merchant-ship 
from Virginia, that was kept so long at sea bj 
bad weather, till all the ship's crew djed for 
hunger, except the master and his boy, who eat 
the flesh of their dead companions to save their 
own lives, being at last saved by meer Providence 
on the coast of Ireland, &c. Licensed and en- 
tered according to order. 8vo. Printed by H. 
Hills in Blackfryars, n.d. 

This consists of four leaves only. On the title is a 

cut of a ship in a storm. 



94. The Northern Garland, in four parts. 1. 
How a northern lord made a sale of his fair and 
beautiful daughter to a worthy knight, the price 
being her weight of gold, which was borrowed of 
a Jew on a dreadful agreement. 2. How he 
fled from the Jew to the German court, where he 
was kindly entertained till a Dutch lord had like 
to have deprived him of his lady, life, and honour. 

3. How the Dutch lord, because he could not 
have his will, sent for the Jew to cut him in 
pieces for that gold, and how he was delivered 
from that danger by his lady> in man's apparel. 

4. How the northern lord, hearing the false 
report of his daughter's death, went over to see 
his son executed ; and how his daughter, under 
the name of the Green Knight, pleaded his cause 
from time to time, and delivered him from death : 
concluding with a happy discovery, which crowned 
them with an universal joy. 12mo. n.d. 

Printed by J. White of Newcastle, who, as I am 

informed by Mr. Bell, died in 1769. I have not met 

with an earlier copy, though the ballad itself bears 

marks of antiquity. It has been reprinted by Buchan 



78 NOTICES OF FUGITIVE TRACTS. 

and Moore, and possesses considerable interest as 
being founded on the tales of the Merchant of Venice 
and Cymheline, An analysis of it is given in Mr. 
Hunter's Illustrations of Shakespeare^ i, 301. 

95. The Hotal Courtly Garland, in six parts. 

1. How the King of Bohemia, having married a 
most virtuous queen, and being afterwards visited 
by a foreign prince, of whom the king became 
jealous, and hired his cup-bearer to poison him ; 
the prince, being acquainted with it, went to his 
own country, and was soon after crowned there. 

2. How the king put his wife in prison, where 
she was delivered of a daughter, who was, by the 
king's order, put into a boat, and left to the 
mercy of the sea. 3. How the king in a vision 
being assured of his wife's innocency, released 
her, who soon after died with grief. 4. How the 
child was drove into that country where the 
prince reigned, taken up by a shepherd, and kept 
as his own. 5. How the king's son fell in love 
with her, and embarked with her, and the old 
shepherd for Italy. 6. Being by a storm drove 
into Bohemia, were confined, and how the king 
thereof knew she was his own daughter. 12mo. n.d. 

96. The Botal Courtly Garland, or joy aft£R 
SORROW. 12mo. Tewkesbury, n.d. 

This garland was frequently reprinted during the 
last century, and its age should, if possible, be ascer- 
tained, for the title will at once exhibit its similarity 
to the fVintef^s Tale, It commences as follows : — 

** A tragical story I have to relate, 
A king of Bohemia of splendor most great ; 
This royal king wedded a virtuous queen, 
The greatest of beauties that ever was seen. 
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An outlandish prince of vast honour and fame, 
Unto this king*s court he a visiting came ; 
Who then was attended with honour and state, 
For the king sent his nobles upon him to wait. 

And likewise to welcome this prince to the court, 
Great feasting was made with pastime and sport: 
Now give your attention, and Til shew in brief 
How this sport was tum'd to sorrow and grie£ 

The king saw the queen in the garden one day 
Walking with the prince, which made him to say, 
I fear the prince is too great vdth the queen. 
And therefore I ever shall owe him a spleen.'* 

97. The delightful New Academy of Compli- 
ments, being the rarest and most exact art of 
wooing a maid, or widow, by way of dialogue, or 
complimental expressions. With passionate love- 
letters, courtly sentences to express the elegance 
of love, and posies for gloves and rings. To 
which is added a choice collection of the newest 
songs sung at court and city, set by the best wits 
of the age. 12mo. n.d. 

Our ancestors, or at least the uneducated part of 
the community, appear to have made love by rule ; 
and we may presume not a few love letters took their 
origin from such examples as the following : — 

''Dear Madam, — Since I first beheld your bright 
eyes, they, like two blazing-stars, have influenced 
wars and tumults in my soul, and banished rest from 
mj abode. I have long stifled my flame, divinest 
creature, but at last it hath broke out to let you know 
how much I suffer, and that nothing but your smiles 
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and condescending goodness can relieve me. There- 
fore begging life at your hands I cast myself, in imi- 
tation, prostrate at your feet ; and in hopes of a 
favourable sentence, remain, madam, your most pas- 
sionate and obedient servant, &c." (p. 7.) 

98. A BLOODY BATTLE FOR THK BrEECHES, OR THB 

woman's malice abated, being a full and true 
account of a desperate battle between Peter 
Pointer and Dorothy Boldface, his wife : shewing 
how all poor men may bring a scold and a 
drunkard into good manners. l2mo. n.d. 

A curious tract, but so full of abusive language 
that it is somewhat difficult to select a quotation. 
We may, however, venture on a few lines : — 

" Pet. Nay, but Dorothy, turn, come about ; what, 
would you fain be gone now ? I have another accompt 
to cast up with you yet before you go." 

" Dor, Have you, sirrah ? No, no, I would have 
you to think that I scorn to be counted a coward yet ! 
No, sirrah ! Crack me that nut !" 

" Pet Take thee and thy nut too, if they be 

all such as these, for they be too hard." 

*' Dor, No, no, sirrah, you are deceived. These be 
but easy ones. I have an almond nut for thee yet. 
O, but it will melt in thy mouth like a horny book, 
faith !" 

" Pet. Ay, but the devil take thee and thy almond 
nuts, if these be they. But it is no matter ! I will 
give thee a dish of choak-pears, which will do thee a 
great deal of good, and as you like these, you shall 
have more, for I have anew for thee." 
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99. The Wandering Jew, or the Shoemaker 
OF Jerusalem, who lived when our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ was crucified, and bj Him 
appointed to wander until he comes again. With 
his travels, method of living, and a discourse 
with some clergymen about the end of the world. 
12mo. Darlington. PrintedbjW. Appelton, 1790. 

This tract, probably, relates to a person, "who 
made a very hermit-like appearance," seen by Brand, 
who professed to be the wandering Jew. The story 
itself is too well known to need repetition. According 
to this authority, " some time since he landed at Hull, 
in Yorkshire, where Dr. Hall, taking him for a cheat, 
caused him to be locked up in a room all night, but 
next morning they found the door open, though their 
prisoner had not attempted to escape. Dr. Hall sent 
for Dr. Harrison in order to assist him in the exami- 
nation of so great a personage, that they might be 
sure whether he was an impostor or no. They asked 
him concerning the breaking of the locks of the room 
in which he had been shut up. He told them if they 
would attempt to confine him with chains, it would 
avail nothing : human force cannot confine whom the 
Almighty had sentenced to want a resting-place. 
They being, like Thomas a-Didimus, hard of belief, 
sent for a smith to put strong chains on him, but they 
instantly broke asunder, to the surprise of a thousand 
spectators. Not being able to doubt any longer, they 
sent for a painter, and had his picture drawn, in 
which he neither looked old nor young, but just as he 
did seventeen hundred and sixty-seven years ago, 

G 
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when he began his journey. The King of France, 
hearing of this, wrote for his picture, which Dr. Hall 
accordingly sent him." 

100. Wit newly eevived; being a book of riddles 
set forth for the trial of wit, and diversion of all 
persons, of either sex, to create mirth and merri- 
ment. 

Many now riddles, 

Both of wit and mirth ; 
. The price, a penny, 

Tet not half the worth. 

].2mo. Newcastle, n.d. 

This is a lineal descendant of the Book of Riddles 
lent by Slender to Alice Shortcake, {Merry Wives of 
Windsor y i, 1). We may, therefore, give a specimen. 

Quest. There is a steeple standing &ir; 
'Twas built upon the rocks of care: 
Therein a noise both fierce ah(f fell, 
Tho' there was neither clock nor bell. 

Amw, An old woman scolding in a hlgh-crown'd hat. 

101. God's marvellous wonders in England, 
taining divers strange and. wonderful relations 
that have happened since the beginning of June, 
this present year. 12 mo. Printed for P. Brooksby 
at the Golden-ball in Pye-corner, 1694. 

Contains: — 1. A strange and wonderful shower of 

wheat that fell in Wiltshire on the 27th of June, 1694, 

of which people gathered considerable quantities in 

the fields and roads, &c. 2. The Kentish Wonder, 

or an account of sundry grass- fields sprouting up with 
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corn, where none has been known to be sown for four 
jears past, near Maidstone, in Kent, in the grounds 
of an honest farmer, who was very charitable to the 
poor in these hard times. 3. An account of a terri- 
ble storm of hail near Darlington, in the bishoprick of 
Durham, on the 2nd of July, 1694, by which divers 
persons and cattel were hurt, and birds, in their flight, 
beat down dead with the hailstones of sii inches in 
circumference, in divers forms, as swords, coronets, 
divers sorts of fruits, &c. 4. An account of a mighty 
monstrous whale appearing off the mouth of the river 
Humber of forty feet in length, on the 27th of July 
last, and the dreadful encounter that happened be- 
tween it and some fishermen, &c. 6. An account of 
the discovery of the murthur and robbery committed 
on the body of one Mrs. Grand, the old miserable 
rich French woman of Spittle-fields, on the 9th of 
June, for which John Jewster, and one Butler, were 
since hang'd. 6. A wonderful discovery of a murther 
committed on two women in Short's-gardens, in St. 
Giles's-in-the-B^ields, which, being acted about three 
years since, was discovered the 20th of June, 1694, 
by one Dre, or Day, a bailiff's follower, on his dying 
sick-bed, owning himself to be the murtherer, and 
that he could not dye without revealing it. 

102. Robert the Third, King of Scotland, his 
answer to a summonds sent by Henry the IV, of 
England, to do homage for the crown of Scotland. 
12mo. Edinburgh, 1711. 

Daring the reign of the royal Robert, 

The Second of the good Stewart, 6 2 



84 NOTICES OF FUGITIVE TRACTS. 

Henrie of England, the feard king. 
To ScoUand sent and ask'd this thing; 
To spier at Robert why he had not made 
Him homage for his lands braid. 
For why he ought of heretage 
At London to do him homage, &c. 

103. Partridge and Flamsted's new and well 
EXPERIENCED FoRTUNE-BooK, delivered to the 
world from the Astrologer's Office in Greenwich 
Park, for the benefit of all young men, maids, 
wives, and widows. 12mo. n.d. 

It is a curious circumstance that so eminent an 
astronomer as Flamstead should have become asso- 
ciated in the public mind with the astrologers of his 
time, the mere pretenders to science. The present 
tract is chiefly occupied with card divinations, e. g. 

Hast thou drawn the number two? 
Thoult wed one that's just and true: 
But if woman this shall have, 
Beware of a sly cunning knave. 

The man who gets the number four. 
He must quit his native shore: 
If the same be drawn by woman. 
She'll get a sweetheart out of hand. 

He who draws the number five. 
Where he lives he best will thrive ; 
But if drawn by woman-kind. 
They better luck abroad will find. 

104. Good news for England, being a strange 
and remarkable account how a stranger in bright 
raiment appeared to one Farmer Edwards, near 
Lancaster, on the 12th of last month. 12mo. 1772. 
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105. The History of John Gregg, and his 

FAMILY OF robbers AND MURDERERS. I2m0. 

Licensed and entered according to Order, n.d. 
This gang <' took up their abode in a cave near to 
the sea-side, in Chovaley, in Devonshire, where they 
liv'd twenty-five years without so much as once going 
to visit any city, or town ; they robbed above one 
thousand persons, and murdered and eat all whom 
they robbed : at last they were happily discovered by 
a pack of blood-hounds, and John Gregg, his wife, 
eight sons, six daughters, eighteen grandsons, and 
fourteen grand- daughters, were all seized and executed 
by being cast alive into three fires, and were burnt." 

106. A FULL AND TRUE RELATION OF ONE Mr. 

Richard Jones, living at Whittington in 
Kent. 12mo. n.d. 

His daughter " was delivered of a most deformed 
monster, having three eyes in its forehead, with ears 
on his shoulders, a glass in its right-hand, with a rod 
in its left, and on its breast was written, in blue-letters. 
Father, the Lord will punish you ; and. Mother, I am 
your son and brother too." 

107. A DREADFUL WARNING TO ALL WICKED AND 

FORSWORN Sinners, shewing the sad and dreadful 
example of Nicholas Newson and David Higham. 
12mo. n.d. 

These* persons ** were drinking in a public-bouse in 
Dudley, near Birmingham, on Thursday, the 5th day 
of March, 1761 ; they laid a wager whether could 
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swear the most blasphemous oaths ; and thej were 
struck deaf aud dumb, with their tongues hanging 
out of their mouths." 

m 

108. Bad is the Best, or the Miseries of 
Matrimony, set forth in a very pleasant dialogue 
between Jack Stitch, a taylor, and Tom Nimble- 
shuttle, a weaver. 12mo. n.d. 

109. A Comical Dialogue between two Country 
Lovers, containing love letters and songs, agree- 
able to their proceedings. 12mo. n.d. 

Chiefly in verse, of which the following will be a 

sufficient specimen, — 

Mj capons and my turkeys fine, 
My harrows and my ploughs be thine ; 
My potts, my pans, spoon, dish and ladle, 
My pillion-seat and fine side-saddle, 
And all my settles, chairs, and forms, 
And coals to make a fire on storms. 
My dish-catch, cupboards, boards, and bed. 
And all I have when we are wed ; 
A small drink-hand over and beside. 
If you'll but yield to be my bride : 
And we'll be merry o* th' wedding-day. 
We'll drink no water, nor no whey. 

110. The Aged Father's Blessing, or a Choice 
Catalogue of Divine Lessons. 12mo. Edin- 
burgh, 1708. 

The earliest edition of this very common chap-book 

I have met with. It is in verse, and is still reprinted 

in the north of England. 
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111. The whimsical love of Thomas Whittle, 
with the comical reception he found from that 
imperious beauty, Ann Dobison, digested in 
prose and verse. l2mo. n.d. 

A curious tract in prose and verse. " I have heard 

iDj old grandmother, who had more old proverbs and 

Canterbury Tales in her mouth then she had teeth in 

her head, say, that hasty marriage is hasty vengeance, 

and if you marry too soon, you may repent too late, 

and the only way to deal with a proud scornful maid 

is to slight and disdain her. These sentences are worth 

my meditation, but I forgot my song : — 

" Come, then assist, some lofty muse, 

Mean groveling thoughts expell. 
Strong, sprightly, blazing figures chuse, 

And makes my numbers swell, 
And raise my fancy to a height, 

That may direct my tongue, 
And do the lovely Celia right, 

And do myself no wrong." 

112. The famous history of Montelion, Knight 
of the Oracle, son to the true Mirrour of 
Princes, the most renowned Febsicles, King 
of Assyria ; shewing his strange birth, unfor- 
tunate love, perillous adventures, &c., adorned 
with suitable cuts, and interposed with a variety 
of pleasant and instructive stories. l2mo. 
London, n.d. 

A chap-book edition of this romance, sold '' at the 

Golden-ball, Paternoster-row." There were numerous 

editions of it, and it was also published as a penny 

history, in a very abridged form. 
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113. The History of the Tales of the Fairies, 
dedicated to the ladies of Great Britain, with 
cuts suitable to each tale. 12mo. Printed for 
C. Hitch and L. Hawes, at the Red Ljon in 
Paternoster-row, 1758. 

This principallj consists of translations from the 

French fairy tales which were so popular during the 

last century. At the end are some copies of verses 

on fairies. 



114. The History of the Life and Glorious 
Actions of the mighty Hercules of Greece, 
his encountering and overthrowing serpents, lions, 
monsters, giants, tyrants, and powerful armies ; 
his taking of cities, towns, kings, and kingdoms, 
&c. With many rare and extraordinary adven- 
tures and exploits, wonderful and amazing. Also 
the manner of his unfortunate death, being the 
most excellent of histories. 4to. Printed for S. 
Bates, n.d. 

In twelve leaves, with a large woodcut of Hercules 
and his club on the title. 1. An account of the 
parentage, begetting, and birth of the famous and 
renowned Hercules. 2. How Juno would have de- 
stroyed Hercules, and of the mighty strength he had 
in his youth. 3. How Hercules fell in love with the 
fair Princess Megara, &c. 4. How he besieges Troy, 
takes it, and 'lays it waste the first time. 8. How 
Hercules killed the lyons of Nemea, and sacrificed the 
tyrant Busiris. 6. How he fought with and killed a 
great number of gyants. 7. How Proserpina, wife of 
Orpheus, was ravished by Pluto, and carried to hell, 
from whence he was rescued by Hercules, who brought 
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away Cerberus, the porter of hell. — The titles of these 
chapters will serve to show the character of this tract, 
which was a great favourite up to a very recent period. 

115. The Handsome Cobler's Garland, composed 
of two excellent new songs, shewing how the 
young squire outwitted his father, and obtained 
his sweetheart, by dressing himself like a cobler. 
12mo. Edinburgh. Printed in Pearson's Close, 
1739. 

The old ballad of ''The Handsome Garland" has 

been printed in several collections, but the present 

version differs materially from any I have elsewhere 

seen. It commences. 

You that delight in merriment, 
Come listen to my song. 

116. The Kentish Miracle, or a Seasonable 
Warning to all Sinners. 12mo. Edinburgh. 
Printed in the year 1741. 

This tract contains *' the wonderful relation of one 

Mary Moore, whose husband died some time ago, and 

left her with two children, who was reduced to great 

want : how she wandered about the country asking 

relief, and went two days without any food ; how the 

devil appeared to her, and the many great offers he 

made her to deny Christ, and enter into his service, 

and how she confounded Satan by powerful arguments ; 

how she came to a well of water, where she fell down 

on her knees to pray to God that he would give that 

vertue to the water that it might refresh and satisfy 

her children's hunger, with an account how an angel 

appeared to her and relieved her, &c." 
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117. The Wonderful Works of Providence 

SHOWN TO THE WiDOW AND FATHERLESS, being 

a true and well attested relation of one Maiy 
Blake in Newport, the chief city of the Isle of 
Wight. 12mo. Printed and sold in the Swan 
Close, 1744. 

This IS an account, in verse, of a circumstance 
which is stated to have happened in 1743. Another 
edition of it, however, changes the scene to the parish 
of Strutton, in Kent ! Marj Blake " was left a 
widow, with four children, on the 7th of September, 
1743, and being reduced to great poverty, applied to 
the parish : the churchwarden's cruelty, his miserable 
end, and her unexpected relief." This tract seems to 
have been printed at Edinburgh. In the same volume 
is, " Groans from the grave, or a melancholy account 
of the new resurrection practised in and about Edin- 
burgh," 12mo., 1742; "The zealous countryman's 
lament for the absence of George Whitefield," 1742 ; 
" The representation and testimony of several Christian 
people within the Presbytery of Peebles," 1731 ; "A 
short narrative of the extraordinary work at Cambus- 
lang," 1 742 ; " The Declaration in answer to that of 
the Pretender," 1 746, &c. 

118. The Berkshire Traged^i, or the Whittam 
Miller, who most barbarously murder'd his 
Sweetheart. 12mo. Edinburgh. Printed for 
John Keed, in the Swan-closs, 1744. 

In verse, with a cut of the miller on the gallows. 

It concludes with ** the last dying words and confession 

of John Mauge, a miller, who was executed .at 
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Reading, in Berkshire, on Saturday, the 20th of last 
month, for the barbarous murder of Anne Knite, his 
sweetheart." 



119. An Accurate Description of the Mar- 
riage Ceremonies used 8*1 evert nation in 
THE World. 12ino. Edinburgh, 1782. 

In the account of the marriages of the English, the 
following is worth quoting as evidence of the " pretty 
follies" formerly in vogue on this occasion: — "The 
ceremony over, each goes a different way, and after- 
wards meet at a tavern, or friend's house, and feast 
well, and then comes home without making any shew. 
A glass goes round before they go to bed, and when 
the hour is come, the bridemen take off the bride's 
garters, which she had before untied for that purpose, 
and puts them in their hats. Then the bridemaids 
lead the bride to the bedchamber, undress her, and 
put her to bed. She must lose, or cast away all her 
pins : woe to her if she saves one. The bridemaids 
likewise must not keep any of them, under pain of not 
being married till Easter following, at soonest. The 
men then accompany the bridegroom to bed to the 
bride, where the whole company assemble. The men 
then take the bride's stockings, and the women those 
of the bridegroom ; then set themselves at the bed's 
feet, and throw the stockings over their heads, and 
when any one hits the owner of them, it is looked 
upon as an omen that that person will be married in a 
short time ; and tho' this ceremony is looked upon as 
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meer play and foolery, new marriages are often occa- 
sioned by such accidents. Meanwhile the posset goes 
round, and the new married couple must drink hearty, 
and when they awake in the morning, a sack posset is 
given them." 

1 20. Thomas of Reading, ob tee Sixe Worthib 
Yeomen of the West. Now the sixth time 
corrected and enlarged by T. D. London. 
Printed by Eliz. Allde for Robert Bird, 1632. 

In black-letter, A to Kij. in fours. It has a wood- 
cut on the title, with the legend, ** Thou shalt labor 
till thou retume to duste." The date of the first edi- 
tion is not known. A copy, printed in 1636, sold for 
£5: 15 : 6 at the Roxburghe sale. Lord Ellesmere 
possesses a copy of the fifth edition, containing the 
same number of leaves as the present. 

« 

121. The Hop Garland, containing "The Cullies 
invitation, or a word of comfort to the merry- 
mob, or female fraternity belonging to the noc- 
turnal hop"; "The Fidler's Fraternity,'' &c. 
8vo. London. Printed for H. G. 

O, you merry, merry souls, 

Christmas is a-coming; 
We shall have flowing bowls, 

Dancing, piping, drumming, 
Delicate minced pies 

To feast every virgin. 
Capon and goose likewise. 

Brawn and a dish of sturgeon. 
Then for your Christmas-box, 

Sweet plum-cakes and money. 
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Delicate holland smocks, 

Kisses sweet as honey: 
I for the Christmas ball, 

Where we will be jolly, 
Coupling short and tall, 

Kate, Dick, Ralph and Molly. 
To the hop we'll go, 

Where we'll jigg and caper, 
Cuckolds all arow. 

Will shall pay the scraper. 
Tom must dance with Sue, 

Keeping time with kisses. 
We'll have a jovial crew 

Of sweet smirking misses. 
Christmas, when come and gone, 

Then we hope for Easter : 
Bridget kisses John 

For a merry toaster. 
Treating must not fail, 

For he often try*d her, 
Cakes and bottle-ale. 

Sugar, sack, and cyder. 
Jenkins' hop we know 

Has the finest dances ; 
Leveridge's hop also 

Is as fidl of fancies. 

122. The Bloody Palatine's Garland. Svo. n.d. 

This tract gives ** a true discovery of the barbarous 
and bloody murder on the body of Sarah Walker by 
a Palatine inn-keeper in the county of Kildare, who 
is suspected to make it his common way of devouring 
and trepanning of several men and women that pass*d 
that way ; together with the manner of his salting 
their bodies in barrels, and making use of the same 
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for eating ; to which is added a new song on that 
barbarous and bloody murder." 

123. An Account of the General Assembly's 
Intention for the final Extirpation of the 
Black-stool of Repentance and the Sack- 
cloth Gown out of the Kirks of Scotland : 
proposing a new and easy method of punishing 
sporting ladies. 12mo. Printed in the year 1776. 

The Stool of Repentance was an ecclesiastical 

engine, of Popish extraction, for the punishment of 

immoralities, whereby the delinquent publicly took 

shame to himself, and received a solemn reprimand 

from the minister of the parish. The present tract is 

in verse, and although curious, will scarcely bear a 

quotation. It concludes with " Maggy Beath's verdict 

of the original, and the dangerous tendency of the 

black-stool and sackcloth gown, giving an account 

how narrowly she escaped them, and her earnest desire 

to have them burnt." 

124. The Cupboard Door Open'd, or Joyful 
News for Apprentices and Servant Maids, 
being a merry dialogue that passed between a 
master and mistress concerning locking the cup- 
board door. 8vo. Aldermary Churchyard, n.d. 

A metrical dialogue, and apparently of some anti- 
quity. The following is one of the husband's speeches : 

Yes, yes, much good may do them with their meat ; 
I never care how fest my servants eat: 
Speedy at victuals, quick at work, an old 
Proverbial saying, we have oft been told, 
I've found it true, and therefore do not grudge 
Their eating nimble, the' 'tis e'er so much. 
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1*11 warrant you'd have them loyter at meals. 

Feed like sick patients dieted by quacks, 

And look like hide-bound tits that carry packs: 

Work, too, like those that raise the wooden walls 

Of the king's ship, or lazy rogues in Paul's. 

No, no, my master's method I'll pursue. 

That feeds them well, and makes 'em work so too; 

For he that stints his servants in their food 

Makes the bad worse and irritates the good ; 

That what he thinks he saves they cast away. 

And make their pinch-gut money pay. 

126. A Choice and Diverting Dialogue between 

HUGHSON, the CoBLER, AND MaRGERY, HIS 

Wife, which happened about twelve o'clock, at 
his arrival home from the ale-house. 8va 
Aldermary Churchyard, n.d. 

yyife. So you old sot, is this an hour 

To be heard rapping at your door? 
Must all the neighbours break their rest 
To humour you, a drunken beast? 
Is't not a shame at twelve o'clock 
To rise me starving in my smock ? 
Well may I cough, you ugly cur, 
like an old grannum of fourscore. 
When I'm thus forc'd to come down barefoot. 
From my warm bed to the stair-foot. 
Hutband. You maimdering devil, hold thy tongue. 
Next time HI tarry all night long. 
If you can't open the door without 
All this confounded npisy rout: 
What's that to you how long I stay ; 
My time's my own by night or day. 
And as I please will always use it. 
When I've a fancy to abuse it. 
Therefore go up to bed I bid you. 
Lest something worse than words betide you ; 
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For you shall get more good by holding 
Tour rattle, then by all your scolding, &c. 

126. A New and Diverting Dialogue, both 

SERIOUS AND COMICAL, THAT PASSED THE OTHER 
DAY BETWEEN A NOTED ShOEMAKER AND HIS 

Wife living in this neighbourhood : taken 
down in short-hand by a nimble penman, one of 
his boon companions. 8vo. Bow Churchyard, n.d. 

Husband. Good wife, be pacified; don't expose 
yourself and me before company. These are all my 
customers : I work for them daily, and they help me 
to business. 

Wife, Out, you silly oaf! They'll speak you fair 
whilst you treat them, and laugh in their sleaves at 
your folly when they leive you. 

Husband. Pray, wife, sit down ; we'll have but one 
pot more. It was Robin, Tom, and Harry brought me 
here, to spend three farthings a-piece, and so away. 

IVife. A curse on them and you together! those 
pretences have ruin'd many families : 

Three farthings is the challenge of many an idle sot, 
Till thrice three shillings will scarcely pay the shot. 

Husband. Pray, my dear, be good-natured : the 
landlord and landlady are civil obliging people. 

Wife. The de'il give them thanks for their civility, 
if they give you fine words for your good money. 
Do but ask them to trust you, and see how they'll 
change their looks, and their tone too. 

THE end. 
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